
LLeess ééccoolleess ddee gguueerrrree aamméérriiccaa iinneess
AA ll ’’eenn ttrrééee eenn gg uu eerrrree dd eess EEttaa ttss --UU nn ii ss ,, ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee nn ’’eesstt
ppaa ss eenn ccoorree ffaa mm ii ll ii aa rrii ssééee aa vveecc ll eess mm éétthh oodd eess dd ee ccoomm bbaa tt uu ttii ll ii ssééeess
ppaa rr ll eess bbeell ll ii gg éérraa nn ttss .. MM eettttaa nn tt uu nn ppooii nn tt dd ’’hh oonn nn eeuu rr àà dd ééffeenn dd rree
ll ’’ ii nn dd ééppeenn dd aa nn ccee dd ee sseess ttrroouu ppeess ,,
ll ee gg éénn éérraa ll PPeerrsshh ii nn gg rreeffuu ssee
ttoouu tteeffooii ss dd ee ll eess ssuu bboorrdd oonn nn eerr
aa uu xx aa ll ll ii ééss .. II ll oobbttii eenn tt ll ee ccoonn ttrrôôll ee
dd ’’uu nn ee ppaa rrttii ee dd uu ffrroonn tt ppoouu rr ssoonn
aa rrmm ééee,, mm aa ii ss dd ooii tt ffaa ii rree ffaa ccee aa uu
mm aa nn qq uu ee dd ee pprrééppaa rraa ttii oonn dd ee sseess
hh oomm mm eess .. PPoouu rr ccoomm bbll eerr cceettttee
ll aa ccuu nn ee,, dd eess ééccooll eess dd ee gg uu eerrrree
ssoonn tt ccrrééééeess ppoouu rr dd éévveell ooppppeerr ll eess
ccoomm ppéétteenn cceess dd eess ssooll dd aa ttss eett
ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd aa nn ss dd ii fffféérreenn tteess
ssppééccii aa ll ii ttééss .. LL’’oobbjj eeccttii ff dd ee ll ’’ééttaa tt
mm aa jj oorr aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eesstt dd ee ffoorrmm eerr
dd eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss qq uu ii ppoouu rrrroonn tt
eenn ssuu ii ttee dd ii ffffuu sseerr ll eeuu rrss
ccoonn nn aa ii ssssaa nn cceess aa uu pprrèèss dd ee ll eeuu rrss
ccoomm ppaa gg nn oonn ss dd ’’aa rrmm eess ..

MM aa ii ss ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee eesstt ccoomm ppoossééee eenn gg rraa nn dd ee ppaa rrttii ee
dd ’’eenn gg aa gg ééss eett eell ll ee eesstt ccoonn ffrroonn ttééee àà uu nn dd ééffii cc ii tt dd ’’ooffffii cc ii eerrss eett dd ee
ssoouu ss--ooffffii cc ii eerrss .. AAii nn ss ii ,, ll eess pprreemm ii eerrss ssooll dd aa ttss aa rrrrii vvééss eenn FFrraa nn ccee vvoonn tt
«« eessssuu yyeerr ll eess ppll ââ ttrreess »» eenn aa ll ll aa nn tt ssee ffoorrmm eerr ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt eett dd aa nn ss
ll eess ééccooll eess mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rreess ffrraa nn ççaa ii sseess eett bbrrii ttaa nn nn ii qq uu eess aa ffii nn dd ee dd eevveenn ii rr,,
ppoouu rr cceerrttaa ii nn ss ,, ll eess ffuu ttuu rrss ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss dd eess ééccooll eess .. AA mm ooyyeenn
tteerrmm ee,, ll eess mm eeii ll ll eeuu rrss ééll èèvveess sseerroonn tt eenn vvooyyééss ssuu rr ll ee ssooll aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn
ppoouu rr pprrééppaa rreerr ll eess ssooll dd aa ttss aa vvaa nn tt ll eeuu rr dd ééppaa rrtt,, ll eess ééccooll eess eenn
FFrraa nn ccee nn ee sseerrvvaa nn tt qq uu ’’àà ccoomm ppll éétteerr ll eeuu rrss ccoonn nn aa ii ssssaa nn cceess ..

AApprrèèss cceettttee pprreemm ii èèrree eexxppéérrii eenn ccee,, ll ’’ééttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ppoorrttee
uu nn jj uu gg eemm eenn tt ssaa nn ss ccoonn cceessss ii oonn ssuu rr ll ’’ ii nn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ééll ii vvrrééee ppaa rr sseess
aa ll ll ii ééss .. FFoorrmm aa ttééeess ppaa rr qq uu aa ttrree aa nn nn ééeess dd ee gg uu eerrrree dd aa nn ss ll eess
ttrraa nn cchh ééeess ,, ll eess ssttrraa ttéégg ii eess eenn sseeii gg nn ééeess dd aa nn ss ll eess ééccooll eess ffrraa nn ççaa ii sseess
eett bbrrii ttaa nn nn ii qq uu eess nn ee ccoorrrreessppoonn dd eenn tt ppaa ss aa uu xx vvaa ll eeuu rrss aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eess
ttoouu rrnn ééeess vveerrss ll ’’ooffffeenn ss ii vvee.. AAii nn ss ii ,, aa uu xx yyeeuu xx dd eess gg rraa dd ééss
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss ,, ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee eesstt ttrroopp dd ééppeenn dd aa nn ttee dd ee
ll ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee,, mm aa nn qq uu ee dd ’’aa gg rreessss ii vvii ttéé eett dd ee dd ii ssccii ppll ii nn ee ttaa nn dd ii ss qq uu ee
ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee bbrrii ttaa nn nn ii qq uu ee eesstt ssaa nn ss ii nn ii ttii aa ttii vvee eett ssaa nn ss rreessssoouu rrccee……
QQ uu aa nn tt àà ll ’’eexxppéérrii eenn ccee pprrooppoossééee aa uu xx aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt,,
eell ll ee eesstt dd ii ssppeenn ssééee ppaa rr dd eess hh oomm mm eess qq uu ii nn ee ssoonn tt ppaa ss mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rreess
dd ee mm ééttii eerr…… LLee hh aa uu tt ccoomm mm aa nn dd eemm eenn tt aa ll ll ii éé eesstt éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt
ppooii nn ttéé dd uu dd ooii gg tt,, ppll uu ss ppaa rrttii ccuu ll ii èèrreemm eenn tt ppaa rrccee qq uu ’’ii ll aa cceesssséé dd ee
ccrrooii rree àà uu nn ee ooffffeenn ss ii vvee dd ééccii ss ii vvee..

AA ll ’’ ii nn vveerrssee,, sseell oonn ll eess pprréécceepptteess dd éévveell ooppppééss ppaa rr ll ’’aa rrmm ééee
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee,, ll ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt dd eess dd oouu gg hh bbooyyss (( ssooll dd aa ttss
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss )) dd ooii tt ssee ccoonn cceenn ttrreerr ssuu rr ll aa dd ii ssccii ppll ii nn ee,, ll ee mm aa nn ii eemm eenn tt
dd uu ffuu ss ii ll eett dd ee ll aa bbaa ïïoonn nn eettttee.. LL’’oobbjj eeccttii ff eesstt dd ee ffaa ii rree dd uu ssooll dd aa tt
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn uu nn aa tthh ll èèttee ppoouu rr ll uu ii dd oonn nn eerr ll ’’ ii mm pprreessss ii oonn dd ’’êêttrree
ii nn vvii nn ccii bbll ee.. PPoouu rr ll ’’ééttaa tt mm aa jj oorr aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ,, ll ee ccoonn ttaa cctt eenn ttrree ll eess
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss eett ll eess aa ll ll ii ééss dd ooii tt êêttrree ll ii mm ii ttéé ppoouu rr nn ee ppaa ss ppaa rraa ss ii tteerr
ll ’’eesspprrii tt ccoomm bbaa ttii ff dd eess ttrroouu ppeess .. DDaa nn ss cceess ccoonn dd ii ttii oonn ss ,, ll aa sseeuu ll ee
ssooll uu ttii oonn eenn vvii ssaa gg eeaa bbll ee eesstt dd ee ccoonn cceenn ttrreerr ll eess ffoorrcceess aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eess
ssuu rr uu nn tteerrrrii ttooii rree dd ééll ii mm ii ttéé eett dd ’’yy ii nn ccll uu rree dd eess zzoonn eess
dd ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt..

LLee cchhooiixx ddee LLaannggrreess
LLee ssyyssttèèmm ee dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rree mm ii ss eenn ppll aa ccee ppaa rr ll ’’aa rrmm ééee
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee rreeppoossee ssuu rr ll aa pprrooffeessss ii oonn nn aa ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess ttrroouu ppeess .. EEll ll ee
ssee dd éévveell ooppppee eenn ttrrooii ss pphh aa sseess eenn sseeii gg nn ééeess dd aa nn ss ll eess ééccooll eess
ccrrééééeess eenn FFrraa nn ccee ::

•• ll eess ééccooll eess dd ’’aa rrmm ééee dd eessttii nn ééeess àà ffoorrmm eerr ll eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ’’ééttaa tt--
mm aa jj oorr eett ll eess ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss ssppééccii aa ll ii ssééss dd eess ééccooll eess dd ee ccoorrppss
dd ’’aa rrmm ééee,,

•• ll eess ééccooll eess dd ee ccoorrppss dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee ooùù ll eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss ccoomm ppll èètteenn tt
ll eeuu rr ii nn ssttrruu ccttii oonn eett ooùù ll eess ssppééccii aa ll ii ttééss ssoonn tt eenn sseeii gg nn ééeess .. UU nn ee mm ii ssee
eenn ss ii ttuu aa ttii oonn ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt eesstt eenn vvii ssaa gg ééee dd aa nn ss ll aa ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ,,

•• ll eess cceenn ttrreess dd ’’ ii nn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ii vvii ss ii oonn nn aa ii rreess ooùù cchh aa qq uu ee
ccoomm mm aa nn dd aa nn tt dd ee dd ii vvii ss ii oonn oorrgg aa nn ii ssee ll ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt dd eess
hh oomm mm eess dd ee ttrroouu ppee..

LLaa nn gg rreess eesstt dd ééss ii gg nn ééee ppoouu rr aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ii rr ll eess ééccooll eess dd ’’aa rrmm ééee.. LLaa
vvii ll ll ee eesstt ccoonn ss ii dd éérrééee aa vveecc ii nn ttéérrêêtt ppaa rr ll ’’ééttaa tt mm aa jj oorr aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ccaa rr
eell ll ee pprréésseenn ttee ppll uu ss ii eeuu rrss aa ttoouu ttss .. EEll ll ee ssee ss ii ttuu ee dd aa nn ss ll ee ppéérrii mm èèttrree
dd éétteerrmm ii nn éé ppoouu rr aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ii rr ll eess ttrroouu ppeess aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eess .. EEnn ssuu ii ttee,,
cc’’eesstt uu nn ee ii mm ppoorrttaa nn ttee vvii ll ll ee dd ee gg aa rrnn ii ssoonn qq uu ii dd ii ssppoossee dd ee
ccaa sseerrnn eemm eenn ttss ii nn ttrraa mm uu rrooss eett dd aa nn ss sseess pprroocchh eess eenn vvii rroonn ss ,,
nn oottaa mm mm eenn tt dd aa nn ss ll eess ffoorrttss aa mm éénn aa gg ééss àà qq uu eell qq uu eess kkii ll oomm èèttrreess àà
ll aa rroonn dd ee.. DDee ppll uu ss ,, ll aa dd eenn ss ii ttéé dd éémm oogg rraa pphh ii qq uu ee dd uu tteerrrrii ttooii rree eesstt
ssuu ffffii ssaa mm mm eenn tt ffaa ii bbll ee ppoouu rr ooffffrrii rr uu nn vvaa ssttee tteerrrraa ii nn dd ee jj eeuu aa uu xx
ééll èèvveess dd eess ééccooll eess .. PPaa rr aa ii ll ll eeuu rrss ,, ll ee qq uu aa rrttii eerr gg éénn éérraa ll aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eesstt
ss ii ttuu éé àà CChh aa uu mm oonn tt,, àà uu nn ee ttrreenn ttaa ii nn ee dd ee kkii ll oomm èèttrreess ,, ccee qq uu ii
ppeerrmm eett aa uu xx ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ’’ééttaa tt mm aa jj oorr dd ee ssee dd ééppll aa cceerr rraa ppii dd eemm eenn tt
ss ’’ ii ll ss dd ooii vveenn tt dd oonn nn eerr dd eess ccoouu rrss .. EEnn ffii nn ,, ll aa vvii ll ll ee eesstt pprroocchh ee dd uu
ffrroonn tt,, ttoouu tt eenn ééttaa nn tt aa sssseezz ééll ooii gg nn ééee ppoouu rr ll ii mm ii tteerr ll eess rrii ssqq uu eess
dd ’’aa ttttaa qq uu eess aa éérrii eenn nn eess ..

LLee 11 00 ooccttoobbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, ll aa dd ééccii ss ii oonn
eesstt pprrii ssee dd ’’ii nn ssttaa ll ll eerr uu nn cceenn ttrree dd ee
ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rree dd aa nn ss ll aa vvii ll ll ee..
LLee gg éénn éérraa ll dd ee bbrrii gg aa dd ee JJ aa mm eess WW..
MM cc AAnn dd rreeww eesstt nn oomm mm éé àà ssaa
ttêêttee.. LLee 22 88 nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, ll ee
pprreemm ii eerr ccoouu rrss eesstt dd oonn nn éé aa uu
GG eenn eerraa ll SS ttaa ffff CCooll ll eegg ee,, aa uu ttoouu rr
dd uu qq uu eell ss ’’oorrgg aa nn ii ssee ll aa ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ,,
ll aa nn ççaa nn tt ooffffii cc ii eell ll eemm eenn tt ll ee dd éébbuu tt
dd uu ffoonn ccttii oonn nn eemm eenn tt dd eess ééccooll eess
dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..

LLee pprroojj eett ii nn ii ttii aa ll eesstt ccoomm ppll ééttéé eenn
11 99 11 88 ppaa rr dd eeuu xx ssppééccii aa ll ii ttééss ::
ll ’’AArrmm yy II nn tteell ll ii gg eenn ccee SS cchh ooooll
(( EEccooll ee dd uu RReenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt
mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rree)) ll ee 22 55 jj uu ii ll ll eett,, eett ll ee
CCeenn tteerr ooff AArrttii ll ll eerrii eess SS ttuu dd ii eess
(( cceenn ttrree dd ’’ééttuu dd eess ssuu rr ll ’’AArrttii ll ll eerrii ee))
ll ee 11 66 sseepptteemm bbrree..

Historical map American Expeditionary Force [detail] . 1 932
Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division

Publiée en 1 932, cette carte historique du Corps
expeditionnaire américain en France présente les principaux

lieux et événements du conflit.
Langres est identifié comme centre des Army Schools.
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The American Military Schools
When the Americans entered the war, the United States
Army was not yet familiar with the combat methods being
used by the warring parties. General Pershing refused to
subordinate to the allies and kept the autonomy of his
own troops. He obtained control of a section of the
frontline for his army, but soon realised that his men were
ill prepared for battle. To rectify the situation military
schools were created to develop the competences of
soldiers and officers in different specialities. The objective
of the American chief of staff was to train the officers who
could then transmit their knowledge to their army
companions. However the problem was that the American
Army at this time lacked officers (commissioned and non
commissioned) and consisted mainly of just soldiers.

The first American troops who arrived in France were put
through French and English Army training schools and
were equally trained directly on the frontline. Many of
those trained would become future instructors at the
American Army schools. The best students were sent back
to US to prepare new soldiers before their departure from
America. Then American Army schools in France would
serve to complete their knowledge once they arrived on
French soil.

After this was set up, the American chief of staff made an
uncompromising decision about the training delivered by
the allies. Their strategies were very different. The French
and British training was based on the experience they had
after four years of trench warfare, while the US Army had
mainly a prior experience of “War of Movement”. The
trench warfare did not correspond to their values. The
higher ranking Americans were also of the opinion that
the French infantry was over dependent on its artillery,
lacked aggression and discipline. They equally thought the
British infantry was without resources and initiative.
Finally, they were unhappy that during the first frontline
training experience given to the Americans teaching was
provided by non military personnel. They also blamed the
allied high command as they had stopped believing in a
decisive defence.

The strategy of the American army was to train the
“doughboys” (a nick name given to the soldiers) , to
concentrate on gun and bayonet handling, as well as
being disciplined. One objective was to make the
American soldiers into athletes and to give them the
impression that they were invincible. With this point in
mind, The American chief of staff wanted to limit the
contact between the Americans and the allies to avoid
damaging the fighting spirit of the troops. To enable this,
the only solution was to concentrate the Americans and
their training zones in a designated area.

The choice of Langres
The military training system, established by the American
army, aimed to turn the troops into professionals. Three
training phases were developed.
• The military schools; where the officers of the chief of
state and the army corps instructors were to be trained,
• The army corps schools; where the officers completed
their education and where the specialties were taught.
Training included practical exercises on the front line,
• Divisional training centres, where the commanding
officer of each division organised the training of his troops.

Langres was chosen to host the Allied military schools as it
was considered by the American chief of staff to have
many advantages. The town was located in the zone that
had been selected to accommodate the American troops.
It was also an important garrison town with forts and
barracks within its surrounding area. In addition the
population density of Langres was sufficiently low to offer
a vast training ground for the soldiers. Furthermore the
American headquarters were situated in Chaumont, thirty
kilometres away, which allowed the officers of the chief of
state to travel easily to the schools when they were
required to teach. Langres was situated close enough to
the frontline for transporting troops and far enough away
to limit the risk of air strikes.

On the 1 0th October 1 91 7 the decision was finally made to
set up a military training school in the town. The brigade
general, James. W .Mc Andrew, was nominated head of
the school. The 28th November 1 91 7, the first lesson was
taught at the General Staff College to officially launch the
debut of the military schools. The initial project was
completed in 1 91 8 with the addition of the Army
Intelligence School the 25th July and the Centre of
Artilleries Studies on the 1 6th September.

Portrait du Général Pershing
publié dans L'Illustration. D'après
une peinture de Léon Hornecker.
1 91 8. Collection particulière.

McANDREW, JAMES W. GENERAL.
Harris & Ewing photographer.
1 905-1 945.
Library of Congress, Prints &
Photographs Division, photograph
by Harris & Ewing.

The War of the Nations. Portfolio in rotogravure etchings. 1 91 9.
Compiled from the mid-week pictorial. Published by the New York Times Co.
New York City N.Y.
Library of Congress, Serial and Government Publications Division.

LA GUERRE DES NATIONS. PORTFOLIO HÉLIOGRAVÉ.

Up : US Marines in France training under the tutelage of french officers.
Haut : SOLDATS AMÉRICAINS À L'ENTRAÎNEMENT SOUS LA DIRECTION D'OFFICIERS FRANÇAIS.

Left : Men at Camp Upton leaping over the borders of a trench.
Gauche : SOLDATS AU CAMP UPTON (USA) SAUTANT À L'EXTÉRIEUR D'UNE TRANCHÉE.



AArrmmyy GGeenneerraall SSttaaffff CCooll lleeggee
II ll ss ’’aa gg ii tt dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’EEttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee.. EEll ll ee
ss ’’ ii nn ssttaa ll ll ee dd aa nn ss ll aa ccaa sseerrnn ee CCaa rrtteerreett--TTrrééccoouu rrtt (( aa ccttuu eell ll ee ééccooll ee
JJ eeaa nn nn ee--MM aa nn ccee)) aa uu mm ooii ss dd ee nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ppuu ii ss ,, àà ppaa rrttii rr dd uu
11 55 jj uu ii nn 11 99 11 88 ,, dd aa nn ss ll aa ccaa sseerrnn ee GG aa ll ll aa nn dd (( aa nn ccii eenn ppeettii tt--sséémm ii nn aa ii rree,,
rruu ee CChh aa mm bbrrûû ll aa rrdd )) ..

LLee ll ii eeuu tteenn aa nn tt ccooll oonn eell AA.. WW..
BB jj oorrnn ssttaa dd eesstt nn oomm mm éé dd ii rreecctteeuu rr
dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee.. II ll eesstt eenn ssuu ii ttee aa ffffeeccttéé àà
ll ’’ééttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr dd uu II II II ee ccoorrppss
dd ’’aa rrmm ééee eett rreemm ppll aa ccéé ppaa rr ll ee
ccooll oonn eell WW.. MM .. FFaa sssseett àà ll aa ttêêttee dd ee
ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt.. II ssssuu dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee
mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rree dd ee LLeeaa vveenn wwoorrtthh aa uu xx
EEttaa ttss --UU nn ii ss ,, BB jj oorrnn ssttaa dd dd éétteerrmm ii nn ee
ll eess gg rraa nn dd eess ll ii gg nn eess dd uu
pprroogg rraa mm mm ee dd ’’eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt
aa vveecc ll ’’aa ii dd ee dd uu ccooll oonn eell HH .. BB ..
FFii sskkee,, cchh eeff aa dd jj ooii nn tt dd uu GG 55
(( sseeccttii oonn dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn dd ee
ll ’’aa rrmm ééee)) eett dd uu gg éénn éérraa ll dd ee
bbrrii gg aa dd ee MM cc AAnn dd rreewwss .. BB jj oorrnn ssttaa dd
dd ééttaa ii ll ll ee ll eess ccoouu rrss ,, ll eess mm éétthh oodd eess
dd ’’eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt eett aa dd mm ii nn ii ssttrree
ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt..

BB jj oorrnn ssttaa dd dd éétteerrmm ii nn ee uu nn ccuu rrssuu ss dd ee ttrrooii ss mm ooii ss eett ccoonn ffii ee
ll ’’eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt àà dd eess mm eemm bbrreess dd eess mm ii ssss ii oonn ss ffrraa nn ççaa ii sseess eett
bbrrii ttaa nn nn ii qq uu eess .. LLee pprroogg rraa mm mm ee ssee ccoomm ppoossee dd ee ccoonn fféérreenn cceess eett
dd ’’eexxeerrccii cceess dd ee ssttrraa ttéégg ii ee àà ll ’’aa ii dd ee dd ee ccaa rrtteess ,, dd ee pphh oottooss aa éérrii eenn nn eess
eett dd ee dd ooccuu mm eenn ttss dd ii vveerrss .. LLeess ééll èèvveess ooffffii cc ii eerrss ttrraa vvaa ii ll ll eenn tt eenn
gg rroouu ppeess eett,, ppaa rr uu nn jj eeuu dd ee rrôôll ee ss ii mm uu ll aa nn tt ll ’’oorrgg aa nn ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ’’uu nn
ééttaa tt mm aa jj oorr aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ,, ii ll ss ssee mm eetttteenn tt eenn ss ii ttuu aa ttii oonn dd ee ttrraa ii tteerr ll eess
pprroobbll èèmm eess qq uu ii ll eeuu rr ssoonn tt ssoouu mm ii ss ..

AArrmmyy GGeenneerraall SSttaaffff CCooll lleeggee
LLaa mm éétthh oodd ee dd ’’eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt rreessttee ll aa mm êêmm ee ssuu rr ttoouu ttee ll aa
ppéérrii oodd ee dd ee ffoonn ccttii oonn nn eemm eenn tt dd ee ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt.. AA ll aa ffii nn dd ee
ll eeuu rrss ttrrooii ss mm ooii ss dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ,, ll eess dd ii ppll ôômm ééss ssoonn tt éévvaa ll uu ééss ppaa rr ll ee
dd ii rreecctteeuu rr qq uu ii oorrii eenn ttee ll eeuu rr aa ffffeeccttaa ttii oonn eenn ffoonn ccttii oonn dd eess rrééssuu ll ttaa ttss
oobbtteenn uu ss .. LLeess dd ii fffféérreenn tteess sseessss ii oonn ss ssoonn tt ttoouu tteeffooii ss ppeerrttuu rrbbééeess ppaa rr
ll eess éévvéénn eemm eenn ttss qq uu ii ssee dd éérroouu ll eenn tt ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn dd eess ooppéérraa ttii oonn ss ..
AAii nn ss ii ,, uu nn mm ooii ss aa vvaa nn tt ll aa ffii nn dd ee ll aa dd eeuu xxii èèmm ee sseessss ii oonn ,, uu nn ee ppaa rrttii ee
dd eess eeffffeeccttii ffss eesstt mm oobbii ll ii ssééee ppoouu rr eenn ccaa dd rreerr ll eess dd ii vvii ss ii oonn ss
eenn gg aa gg ééeess dd aa nn ss ll aa ccoonn ttrree--aa ttttaa qq uu ee dd ee ll ’’ooffffeenn ss ii vvee aa ll ll eemm aa nn dd ee dd uu
pprrii nn tteemm ppss 11 99 11 88 (( ll aa «« KKaa ii sseerrsscchh ll aa cchh tt »» )) .. DDee mm êêmm ee,, àà ll aa ffii nn dd uu
mm ooii ss dd ’’aa ooûû tt,, ll aa ttrrooii ss ii èèmm ee sseessss ii oonn eesstt aa mm ppuu ttééee dd ’’uu nn ttii eerrss dd eess
ééttuu dd ii aa nn ttss ppoouu rr pprrééppaa rreerr ll ’’ooffffeenn ss ii vvee dd ee SS aa ii nn tt--MM ii hh ii eell .. EEnn ffii nn ,, ll aa
qq uu aa ttrrii èèmm ee eett dd eerrnn ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn eesstt àà ssoonn ttoouu rr ppeerrttuu rrbbééee ppaa rr
ll ’’aa rrmm ii ssttii ccee ss ii gg nn éé ll ee 11 11 nn oovveemm bbrree.. LLee pprroogg rraa mm mm ee eesstt aa ll oorrss
mm oodd ii ffii éé eett ll eess ééll èèvveess bbéénn ééffii cc ii eenn tt dd ’’uu nn «« vvooyyaa gg ee dd ’’ééttuu dd ee »» ssuu rr
ll eess ll ii eeuu xx dd ee ll aa bbaa ttaa ii ll ll ee dd ee MM eeuu ssee--AArrgg oonn nn ee..

PPeeuu àà ppeeuu ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee ssee ll ii bbèèrree dd ee ll aa ttuu tteell ll ee aa ll ll ii ééee.. AAll oorrss qq uu ee ll ee
ccoorrppss eenn sseeii gg nn aa nn tt dd ee ll aa pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn ssee ccoomm ppoossee dd ee ccii nn qq
ooffffii cc ii eerrss bbrrii ttaa nn nn ii qq uu eess eett dd ee qq uu aa ttrree ooffffii cc ii eerrss ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss ,, ll aa dd eerrnn ii èèrree
sseessss ii oonn nn ee ccoomm ppttee ppll uu ss qq uu ’’uu nn ooffffii cc ii eerr dd ee cchh aa qq uu ee ppaa yyss .. II ll ss ssoonn tt
rreemm ppll aa ccééss aa uu ffuu rr eett àà mm eessuu rree ppaa rr uu nn ee ssééll eeccttii oonn dd ee pprroomm uu ss dd eess
sseessss ii oonn ss pprrééccéédd eenn tteess .. LL’’ééccooll ee ffaa ii tt éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt aa ppppeell àà dd ’’aa nn ccii eenn ss
ééll èèvveess .. PPaa ttttoonn ,, pprroomm uu ll oorrss dd ee ll aa dd eeuu xxii èèmm ee sseessss ii oonn ,, ll ii vvrree ssoonn
eexxppéérrii eenn ccee aa ppoosstteerrii oorrii eenn ttaa nn tt qq uu ee ccoomm mm aa nn dd aa nn tt dd ee ll aa 33 00 44 ee

bbrrii gg aa dd ee dd ee ttaa nn kkss ppeenn dd aa nn tt ll eess bbaa ttaa ii ll ll eess dd ee SS aa ii nn tt--MM ii hh ii eell eett dd ee
MM eeuu ssee--AArrgg oonn nn ee..

LLee ccoonn tteenn uu dd eess ccoouu rrss éévvooll uu ee éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt.. LLeess AAll ll ii ééss dd ééll ii vvrreenn tt
dd aa nn ss uu nn pprreemm ii eerr tteemm ppss uu nn eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt bbaa sséé ssuu rr ll aa ssttrraa ttéégg ii ee
dd ééffeenn ss ii vvee dd éévveell ooppppééee dd aa nn ss ll eess ttrraa nn cchh ééeess .. LLeess sseessss ii oonn ss
ssuu ii vvaa nn tteess aa bboorrdd eenn tt dd ee ppll uu ss eenn ppll uu ss ll aa gg uu eerrrree dd ee mm oouu vveemm eenn tt
cchh èèrree aa uu gg éénn éérraa ll PPeerrsshh ii nn gg eett àà ll ’’ééttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ..

EEnn ttrree ll ee 22 88 nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 eett ll ee 33 11 dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 ,, 55 33 77
ooffffii cc ii eerrss ssoonn tt dd ii ppll ôômm ééss ssuu rr ll eess 77 77 77 ééll èèvveess qq uu ii oonn tt ffrrééqq uu eenn ttéé
ll ’’ééccooll ee..

CCeeppeenn dd aa nn tt,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’EEttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess nn ee ffaa ii tt ppaa ss
ll ’’uu nn aa nn ii mm ii ttéé dd aa nn ss ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee.. EEnn eeffffeett,, ll aa ppéérrii oodd ee dd ee
ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn eesstt jj uu gg ééee ttrroopp ccoouu rrttee ppoouu rr dd ii ppll ôômm eerr dd eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss
aa ccccoomm ppll ii ss .. DDee mm êêmm ee,, ll aa ssééll eeccttii oonn dd eess ééll èèvveess ooffffii cc ii eerrss ss ’’ooppèèrree
dd aa nn ss ll eess ttrroouu ppeess eett pprrii vvee ll eess dd ii vvii ss ii oonn ss aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eess dd ’’uu nn ee ppaa rrttii ee
dd ee ll eeuu rr ppeerrssoonn nn eell dd ’’eenn ccaa dd rreemm eenn tt.. EEnn ffii nn ,, ll eess ééll èèvveess
pprroovvii eenn nn eenn tt aa uu ssss ii bbii eenn dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee pprrooffeessss ii oonn nn eell ll ee qq uu ee dd ee ll aa
GG aa rrdd ee nn aa ttii oonn aa ll ee ccee qq uu ii rreenn dd ll ee nn ii vveeaa uu dd ee cchh aa qq uu ee pprroomm oottii oonn
ttrrèèss hh ééttéérroogg èènn ee.. CCee pprroobbll èèmm ee eesstt rrééssooll uu ppaa rr ll aa ccrrééaa ttii oonn dd ee
ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee LLii gg nn ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..

Classes at General Staff College, finishing course Dec. 31 , 1 91 8. 28/1 2/1 91 8.
National Archives USA.

PROMOTION DE L'ÉCOLE D'ETAT-MAJOR FINISSANT LES COURS LE 31 DÉCEMBRE 1 91 8.
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Army General Staff College
Part of the American Military Schools, the college was
installed in the Carteret-Trecourt barracks (now the
Jeanne-Mance School) in the month of November 1 91 7,
then from 1 5th June 1 91 8 in the Galland barracks (the old
meeting place, Chambrulard Street) .

The lieutenant colonel A. W. Bjornstad was named head of
the school. He was then promoted to sergeant major of
the Third Army corps and was replaced by the Colonel W.
M. Fasset. Coming from the military school in Leavenworth
in the United States, Bjornstat chose the main subject
areas of the teaching program with the help of Colonel H.
B. Fiske assistant director of the G5 (teaching section of
the army) and the brigade general Mc Andrews.
Bjornstad developed the lessons, the teaching methods
and dealt with the administration of the establishment.

He developed a three month curriculum and confided the
teaching to both French and British members of the
mission. The program consisted of lectures and strategic
exercises with the help of maps, aerial photos and various
documents. The student officers worked in groups and
through role play and simulated situations they attempted
solved the problems that they were given.

This method of teaching did not change for the whole of
the time the establishment was functioning. At the end of
their three months of training, the students were
evaluated by the director who then placed them
according to their results. Often events happening in the
field interrupted these training sessions. One month
before the end of the second training session a group of
effectives were mobilized to support the divisions fighting
in a German counter attack in the spring of 1 91 8
(the”Kaiserschlacht”) . The same thing happening at the
end of August, the third session lost roughly a third of its
students in preparation for the defense of St Mihiel. The
fourth and final training session was also disturbed by the
Armistice which was signed on the 1 1 th November. The
program was modified and the students went on to
benefit from a study trip to the site of the battle of Meuse-
Argonne.

Little by little the school started to dispose of its allied
tutors. At the start of the first session the teaching team
consisted of five British officers and four French officers.
When the last session commenced there was no more
than one officer from the two countries. They had
gradually been replaced by officers who had graduated
from the previous sessions. The school even asked old
pupils back to teach. Patton, promoted during the second
teaching session gave up his position to become
commandant of the 304th Tank Brigade during the battles
of St-Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne.

The lesson content also evolved. In the beginning the
allies taught classes based defense strategies that had
been developed in the trenches. The sessions that
followed started to teach classes based increasingly on
war manoeuvre techniques in accordance with General
Pershing and the American General Staff.

Between the 28th November 1 91 7 and the 31 st December
1 91 8, 537 out of 777 students successfully graduated from
the school.

Nevertheless the General Staff College was not to
everyone’s liking in the American Army. Many felt that the
training period was not long enough to sufficiently
prepare the officers for battle. The selection of officers
amongst the troops also led to a lack of management staff
within certain American divisions. It was also felt that the
knowledge of the students on arrival at the college was
not consistent as previous training in America was given
by both the army and the National Guards. To try to help
to resolve this problem the Army School of the Line was
created in Langres.

Col. A. W. Bjornstad (center) , director and organizer ot the General Staff
College, and members of french and british mission. 27/05/1 91 8.
Capture d'écran du film "The Army War College at Langres. 1 91 8".
National Archives USA.

A gauche, le colonel Jean Léonard Koechlin-Schwartz, membre de la mission
française auprès des écoles de l'armée américaine.

Col. A. W. Bjornstad, director and
organizer ot the General Staff
College, A.E.F. 27/05/1 91 8.
Capture d'écran du film "The Army
War College at Langres. 1 91 8".
National Archives USA.

Class room Army General Staff College. Langres, Haute-Marne, France. 28/1 2/1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA.

SALLE DE CLASSE À L'ÉCOLE D'ETAT-MAJOR.

Gen. H.B. Fiske, J. McAndrews, Pershing, Fox Conner, G.V.N. Moseley,
2nd row Gen. A.D. Andrews, L. Eltinge, D.E. Nolan & R.C. Davis.
Between ca. 1 91 5 and ca. 1 920
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C.

Fiske et McAndrews, au premier rang à gauche sur la photo, définissent avec
Bjornstad les cours du General Staff College de Langres.



AArrmmyy SScchhooooll ooff tthhee LLiinnee
LL’’ééccooll ee dd ee LLii gg nn ee dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee aa ppoouu rr oobbjj eeccttii ff dd ee
mm eettttrree àà nn ii vveeaa uu ll eess ééll èèvveess ooffffii cc ii eerrss aa vvaa nn tt ll eeuu rr eenn ttrrééee àà ll ’’ééccooll ee
dd ’’EEttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr.. LLee ccooll oonn eell KKii rrbbyy WWaa ll kkeerr eesstt nn oomm mm éé àà ssaa ttêêttee ll ee 66
jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 ppoouu rr mm eettttrree eenn ppll aa ccee uu nn ccuu rrssuu ss dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn
dd oonn nn aa nn tt aa uu xx ééll èèvveess ll eess pprréérreeqq uu ii ss ttaa ccttii qq uu eess nn éécceessssaa ii rreess ..

LL’’ééccooll ee oouu vvrree sseess ppoorrtteess ll ee 44 fféévvrrii eerr 11 99 11 88 dd aa nn ss ll aa ccaa sseerrnn ee
CCaa rrtteerreett--TTrrééccoouu rrtt ppoouu rr uu nn ee pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn dd ee ttrrooii ss mm ooii ss àà
dd eessttii nn aa ttii oonn dd ee 55 22 ooffffii cc ii eerrss .. PPeenn dd aa nn tt ll eess dd eeuu xx pprreemm ii eerrss mm ooii ss ll eess
ééll èèvveess ssoonn tt ffoorrmm ééss àà ll aa gg uu eerrrree dd ee mm oouu vveemm eenn tt,, ll ee dd eerrnn ii eerr mm ooii ss
ssee ffooccaa ll ii ssee ssuu rr ll aa gg uu eerrrree dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess ..

CCoomm mm ee ppoouu rr ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’EEttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr,, ll ee dd éérroouu ll eemm eenn tt
ppéédd aa gg oogg ii qq uu ee ssee bbaa ssee ssuu rr dd eess ccoonn fféérreenn cceess eett eexxeerrccii cceess
aa bboorrdd aa nn tt dd ii fffféérreenn tteess tthh éémm aa ttii qq uu eess :: ll eeccttuu rree dd ee ccaa rrtteess ,, ssttrraa ttéégg ii ee
mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rree,, ll eeccttuu rree dd ee pphh oottoogg rraa pphh ii eess aa éérrii eenn nn eess ,, aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee,,
ccoonn vvooii eemm eenn tt dd ee ttrroouu ppeess ,, ii nn gg éénn ii eerrii ee dd ee tteerrrraa ii nn eett ffoorrttii ffii ccaa ttii oonn ss ..
DDeess eexxeerrccii cceess eenn zzoonn ee dd ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt ccoomm ppll èètteenn tt éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt
ll aa ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn .. LLee 33 00 aa vvrrii ll 11 99 11 88 ,, ll aa pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn eesstt
tteerrmm ii nn ééee eett ll eess pprroomm uu ss aa tttteenn dd eenn tt ppeenn dd aa nn tt uu nn mm ooii ss eett dd eemm ii
ppoouu rr aa ccccéédd eerr àà ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’EEttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr..

LLaa dd eeuu xxii èèmm ee sseessss ii oonn ssee dd éérroouu ll ee eenn ttrree ll ee 33 11 mm aa ii eett ll ee 66 jj uu ii ll ll eett
11 99 11 88 .. EEnn ppll uu ss dd eess pprrééccéédd eenn tteess tthh éémm aa ttii qq uu eess ,, ll ’’ééqq uu ii ppee
eenn sseeii gg nn aa nn ttee aa bboorrdd ee ll ee ccaa nn ttoonn nn eemm eenn tt dd eess ttrroouu ppeess eett oorrgg aa nn ii ssee
dd eess dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn ss dd ii ssppeenn ssééeess ppaa rr dd ’’aa uu ttrreess ééccooll eess dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess
(( SS ppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd ee ll '' ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee,, AArrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess eett
TTrraa nn ssmm ii ssss ii oonn ss )) ..

LLaa ttrrooii ss ii èèmm ee pprroomm oottii oonn ,, oouu vveerrttee ll ee 11 ee rr aa ooûû tt eett tteerrmm ii nn ééee ll ee 22 55
sseepptteemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 ,, aa jj oouu ttee aa uu pprroogg rraa mm mm ee dd eess dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn ss
dd eess ééccooll eess dd ee MM oorrttii eerrss dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess ,, dd uu GG éénn ii ee eett dd eess TTaa nn kkss ..
EEnn ffii nn ,, ll aa qq uu aa ttrrii èèmm ee eett dd eerrnn ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn dd éébbuu ttee ll ee 77 ooccttoobbrree
11 99 11 88 jj uu ssqq uu ’’aa uu 44 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 99 .. LLaa ppll uu ppaa rrtt dd eess tthh èèmm eess aa bboorrdd ééss
ssoonn tt ssuu ii vvii ss dd ee dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn ss oouu dd ’’eexxeerrccii cceess ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn ..

LL’’aa mm bbii aa nn ccee àà ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee LLii gg nn ee,, eett pprroobbaa bbll eemm eenn tt ppll uu ss
gg éénn éérraa ll eemm eenn tt dd aa nn ss ll eess ééccooll eess dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee àà
LLaa nn gg rreess ,, ttrraa nn ssppaa rraa îîtt dd aa nn ss uu nn jj oouu rrnn aa ll aa rrttii ssaa nn aa ll éédd ii ttéé ssuu rr ll eess
pprreesssseess dd uu 22 99 tthh eenn gg ii nn eeeerrss .. CCeettttee ppuu bbll ii ccaa ttii oonn ,, rrééaa ll ii ssééee ppaa rr
qq uu eell qq uu eess ééll èèvveess dd ee ll aa dd eerrnn ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn ,, rreettrraa ccee aa vveecc hh uu mm oouu rr
ll eeuu rr eexxppéérrii eenn ccee dd aa nn ss ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt mm aa ii ss aa uu ssss ii ll ee rraa ppppoorrtt dd ee
cceess AAmm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss aa vveecc LLaa nn gg rreess .. DDaa nn ss cceettttee ppuu bbll ii ccaa ttii oonn ffii gg uu rree
uu nn ee ll ii ssttee dd eess 22 11 11 ooffffii cc ii eerrss qq uu ii ffrrééqq uu eenn tteenn tt ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt aa uu
ccoouu rrss dd ee ll aa dd eerrnn ii èèrree pprroomm oottii oonn .. EEll ll ee eesstt ccoonn ssttii ttuu ééee àà 66 66 %% dd ee
ccaa ppii ttaa ii nn eess dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee.. AAuu ttoottaa ll ,, 4499 77 ooffffii cc ii eerrss oonn tt
aa ssss ii ssttéé aa uu xx ccoouu rrss dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee LLii gg nn ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..

EEnn ppll uu ss dd uu ccuu rrssuu ss nn oorrmm aa ll ,, ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt ii nn tteerrvvii eenn tt dd aa nn ss ll aa
mm ii ssee àà nn ii vveeaa uu dd ’’ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ééjj àà aa ffffeeccttééss dd aa nn ss ll eess dd ii vvii ss ii oonn ss .. AAii nn ss ii ,,
ll ee 11 55 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ee gg éénn éérraa ll PPeerrsshh ii nn gg ccoonn ffii ee àà ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee
LLii gg nn ee ll ee ssooii nn dd ee pprroodd ii gg uu eerr uu nn ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn aa ccccééll éérrééee aa uu xx
ccooll oonn eell ss eett ccoomm mm aa nn dd aa nn ttss dd ee bbrrii gg aa dd eess dd eess 4411 ee eett 4422 ee dd ii vvii ss ii oonn ss ..
LLaa ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn dd ee 99 jj oouu rrss ssee dd éérroouu ll ee eenn ttrree ll ee 22 11 eett ll ee 33 00 jj aa nn vvii eerr..
DDee mm êêmm ee,, eenn ttrree ll ee 11 66 jj uu ii ll ll eett eett ll ee 22 99 nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee
mm eett eenn ppll aa ccee àà dd eessttii nn aa ttii oonn dd ee 4477 66 ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ee tteerrrraa ii nn dd eess
ssééaa nn cceess ssuu rr ll eess ttaa ccttii qq uu eess dd ee ccoomm bbaa tt eett ll ee ffoonn ccttii oonn nn eemm eenn tt dd eess
aa rrmm eess ll eess ppll uu ss rréécceenn tteess ..

AArrmmyy GGaass SScchhooooll
LL’’ééccooll ee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee dd eess GG aa zz eesstt ccrrééééee àà LLaa nn gg rreess ll ee 11 55
nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 .. JJ uu ssqq uu ’’aa uu 11 22 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 ,, ll eess ccoouu rrss ssee
ll ii mm ii tteenn tt àà ll ’’éévvooccaa ttii oonn ,, ppoouu rr ll eess ééll èèvveess dd eess aa uu ttrreess ééccooll eess ,, dd eess
mm eessuu rreess àà pprreenn dd rree eenn ccaa ss dd ’’aa ttttaa qq uu ee cchh ii mm ii qq uu ee..

DDuu 11 22 aa uu 22 66 jj aa nn vvii eerr,, ll ’’ééccooll ee pprrooppoossee ssaa pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn
ccoomm ppll èèttee dd ee ccoouu rrss aa bboorrdd aa nn tt ll ’’aa ssppeecctt dd ééffeenn ss ii ff eett ooffffeenn ss ii ff dd eess
gg aa zz.. EEll ll ee ssee hh eeuu rrttee ttoouu tteeffooii ss àà uu nn mm aa nn qq uu ee dd ee ssaa ll ll eess dd ee ccoouu rrss ,,
mm aa ii ss aa uu ssss ii dd ee tteerrrraa ii nn eett dd ee cchh aa mm bbrreess ssééccuu rrii ssééeess ppoouu rr rrééaa ll ii sseerr
dd eess eexxeerrccii cceess ..

LLeess sseessss ii oonn ss ssuu ii vvaa nn tteess ,, jj uu ssqq uu ’’aa uu mm ooii ss dd ’’aa vvrrii ll ,, dd ii ssppoosseerroonn tt dd ’’uu nn
tteerrrraa ii nn dd ee dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn aa mm éénn aa gg éé dd aa nn ss ll aa zzoonn ee dd ee
JJ oorrqq uu eenn aa yy,, àà pprrooxxii mm ii ttéé dd uu ffoorrtt dd ee SS aa ii nn tt--MM eenn gg ee.. AApprrèèss ll ee mm ooii ss
dd ’’aa vvrrii ll ,, ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn ooffffeenn ss ii vvee dd eess gg aa zz eesstt aa bbaa nn dd oonn nn ééee..
LL’’oobbjj eeccttii ff dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee eesstt aa ll oorrss dd ee ffoorrmm eerr dd eess ssppééccii aa ll ii sstteess
ppoouu vvaa nn tt ssuu ppeerrvvii sseerr eett oorrgg aa nn ii sseerr ll ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt aa uu xx mm éétthh oodd eess
dd ee dd ééffeenn ssee ccoonn ttrree ll ee gg aa zz..

LL’’ééccooll ee pprrooppoossee éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt dd eess sseessss ii oonn ss rraa ccccoouu rrccii eess
ffrrééqq uu eenn ttééeess ppaa rr ll eess ééll èèvveess dd eess aa uu ttrreess ééccooll eess ,, nn oottaa mm mm eenn tt
ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eess AAssppii rraa nn ttss ooffffii cc ii eerrss ,, mm aa ii ss aa uu ssss ii àà ll ’’aa tttteenn ttii oonn dd eess
ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd eess uu nn ii ttééss eenn gg aa rrnn ii ssoonn dd aa nn ss ll eess eenn vvii rroonn ss ..

Army School of the Line "Last Course" Oct-Dec 1 91 8.
Coll. Société Historique et Archéologique de Langres.

ECOLE DE LIGNE "DERNIÈRE PROMOTION" OCTOBRE-DÉCEMBRE 1 91 8.
Exercices de terrain de l'Ecole de Ligne américaine.
En arrière plan, la ville de Langres au sommet d'une montagne domine le paysage.. .
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Army School of the Line
The Americans formed The Army School of the Line to
standardise the student’s ability level before starting at the
Army Staff School. The colonel Kirby Walker was named
head of the school in January 1 91 8.

The school opened its doors the 4th February 1 91 8 at the
Carteret-Trécourt barracks for its first session, attended by
52 officers, the majority of which were from the United
States. During the first two months of the course,
techniques in the ‘war of movement’ were taught and the
last month focused on trench warfare.

Like at the Army General Staff School, teaching consisted
of lectures and exercises. Teaching on the following
subject areas: Map reading, military strategies, reading
aerial photographs, artillery, transporting troops, ground
engineering and fortifications. The course included
practical exercises in the training zone. On the 30th April
1 91 8 the first session was completed and students had
over a month’s wait until they continued their training at
the Army Staff School.

The second session was held between the 31 st May and
the 6th July 1 91 8. In addition to the subjects taught in the
first session topics included the transportation of troops
and organized demonstrations were given by the other
military schools in Langres (Specialized infantry, automatic
weapons and transmissions.)

The third session started the 1 st August and finished the
25th September 1 91 8. Demonstrations were provided by
the trench mortar school, the engineer’s school and the
tank school. The fourth and final session commenced the
7 th October 1 91 8 and went on until 4th January 1 91 9.
Most of the teaching was via demonstrations and ground
exercises.

The atmosphere at the Line School, and probably the
general atmosphere within all the Military Schools, was
portrayed in a fanzine edited by the 29th Engineers. This
publication, produced by students during their last session
at the school, recounts with humour their experience in
the school and also the relation between the Americans
and the Langrois. A list of 21 1 officers who attended to the
school during the last graduation was published in this
fanzine. 66% of these were captains in the American
Army. In total 497 officers assisted in the classes at Langres
Army Line School.

In addition to the training course the school also helped in
the retraining of officers who had already been assigned
to a division. General Pershing entrusted the school to
develop a teaching program for the colonels and
commandants of the 41 st and 42nd brigade divisions. The
nine day course was held between the 21 st and 30th

January. Between the 1 6th July and the 29th November
1 91 8 the school trained 476 ground officers in combat
tactics and the operation of modern weapons.

Army Gas School
The American Army Gas School started on the 1 5th

November 1 91 7; the course covered the emergency
procedures in the event of a chemical attack.

Up until the 1 2th January 1 91 8 classes were proposed to
students attending the other military schools. From the
1 2th to the 1 6th January, the school started its first teaching
session on gas defence and attacks. The school not only
suffered with a lack of classrooms, but also grounds and a
secure chamber to carry out practise exercises.

The sessions that followed up until the month of April,
benefitted from an organised demonstration ground in
the Jorquenay zone, near to Fort Saint-Menge. After the
month of April, gas attacks were abandoned. So the
school started training specialist who could supervise and
organise exercises in gas defence methods.

The school proposed shorter training sessions to students
of the other schools, notably the Army Candidates School
and to officers from units and garrisons in the vicinity.

AArrmmyy SScchhooooll ooff tthhee LLiinnee ""LLaasstt
CCoouurrssee"" OOcctt--DDeecc 11 9911 88..
CCooll ll .. SS ooccii ééttéé HH ii ssttoorrii qq uu ee eett
AArrcchh ééooll oogg ii qq uu ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..

LLaa ll éégg eenn dd ee ssoouu ss ll '' ii mm aa gg ee "" LLAA LLOO NN GG UU EE

RR OO UU TTEE VVEE RR SS LLAANN GG RR EE SS "" ttrraa dd uu ii tt ll aa ffoorrttee
ii mm pprreessss ii oonn dd oonn nn ééee ppaa rr ll aa vvii ll ll ee aa uu xx
AAmm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss qq uu ii aa rrrrii vveenn tt àà ll aa gg aa rree dd ee
LLaa nn gg rreess ..

Pigeon basket being placed in gas mask bag. 30/04/1 91 8. Signal Corps.
National Archives USA.

PANIER POUR PIGEON VOYAGEUR PLACÉ DANS UN SAC DE PROTECTION ANTI-GAZ.
Les troupes américaines découvrent les dangers de la guerre chimique et
apprennent à protéger hommes et animaux.

AArrmmyy SScchhooooll ooff tthhee LLiinnee ""LLaasstt CCoouurrssee"" OOcctt--DDeecc 11 9911 88..
CCooll ll .. SS ooccii ééttéé HH ii ssttoorrii qq uu ee eett AArrcchh ééooll oogg ii qq uu ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..

SS '' ii nn ssppii rraa nn tt dd eess eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn ttss dd ee ll ''ééccooll ee dd ee LLii gg nn ee,, ll eess ééll èèvveess ppll aa nn ii ffii eenn tt uu nn ee mm ii ssss ii oonn
ii nn ttii ttuu ll ééee :: "" RR AAII DD SS UU RR LLEE PPOO II NN TT DD EE RR AAVVII TTAAII LLLLEE MM EE NN TT,, OO UU ,, TTOO UU TTEE SS LLEE SS RR OO UU TTEE SS MM ÈÈ NN EE NN TT AAUU RR HH UU MM "" ..
LLeess ttrraa jj eettss jj uu ssqq uu ''àà ll ''oobbjj eeccttii ff ssoonn tt ppaa rrsseemm ééss dd ee ccaa ffééss dd aa nn ss ll aa vvii ll ll ee eett ll ee rreettoouu rr ss ''aa vvèèrree
mm oouu vveemm eenn ttéé..
LL''aa ssppeecctt hh uu mm oorrii ssttii qq uu ee dd ee ccee dd eessss ii nn rréévvèèll ee ssaa nn ss dd oouu ttee ll ''uu nn ee dd eess ooccccuu ppaa ttii oonn ss ll eess ppll uu ss
pprrii ssééeess dd eess AAmm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss dd aa nn ss ll aa ppeettii ttee vvii ll ll ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess .. .. ..



IInnffaannttrryy SSppeecciiaa ll ii ssttss SScchhooooll
LLee 22 55 ooccttoobbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, ll ee LLii eeuu tteenn aa nn tt CCooll oonn eell RRoobbeerrtt JJ .. MM aa xxeeyy eesstt
dd ééttaa cchh éé dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd uu 11 ee rr CCoorrppss dd ’’aa rrmm ééee dd ee GG oonn dd rreeccoouu rrtt ppoouu rr
oorrgg aa nn ii sseerr ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee SS ppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee àà LLaa nn gg rreess .. II ll eesstt
nn oomm mm éé dd ii rreecctteeuu rr dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee qq uu ii ll aa nn ccee ssaa pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn dd ee
ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ll ee 11 77 dd éécceemm bbrree.. EEll ll ee ss ’’aa cchh èèvvee ll ee 11 55 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 eenn
aa yyaa nn tt ffoorrmm éé dd eess ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss ppoouu rr ll eess ééccooll eess dd ee ccoorrppss
dd ’’aa rrmm ééee..

EEnn dd éécceemm bbrree eett eenn jj aa nn vvii eerr,, dd ee nn oomm bbrreeuu sseess ttrroouu ppeess
dd éébbaa rrqq uu eenn tt eenn FFrraa nn ccee eett ll eess ééccooll eess dd ee ccoorrppss dd ’’aa rrmm ééee nn ee
ppeeuu vveenn tt pprreenn dd rree eenn cchh aa rrgg ee ll aa ttoottaa ll ii ttéé dd eess ssooll dd aa ttss .. LL’’ééccooll ee dd ee
SS ppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee dd ooii tt ppaa rr ccoonn ssééqq uu eenn tt mm oodd ii ffii eerr ssaa
ppooll ii ttii qq uu ee dd ’’eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt eett aa dd aa pptteerr ssoonn pprroogg rraa mm mm ee ppoouu rr
ffoorrmm eerr dd eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss eett dd eess ssoouu ss--ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ee tteerrrraa ii nn .. LLeess sseessss ii oonn ss
ssuu ii vvaa nn tteess ccoonn ttii nn uu eerroonn tt àà jj oouu eerr ssuu rr cceess dd eeuu xx ttaa bbll eeaa uu xx..

LLee 11 11 aa vvrrii ll 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt aa bbssoorrbbee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’AArrmm eess
aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess ii nn ssttaa ll ll ééee aa uu ffoorrtt dd ee PPeeii gg nn eeyy eett ccrréééé dd aa nn ss ssoonn
oorrgg aa nn ii gg rraa mm mm ee uu nn ee sseeccttii oonn ssppééccii aa ll ii ssééee (( sseeccttii oonn AA)) .. LLee 33 11
jj uu ii ll ll eett,, ppoouu rr ffaa ii rree ffaa ccee aa uu nn oomm bbrree ccrrooii ssssaa nn tt dd ’’ééll èèvveess ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee eesstt
ttrraa nn ssfféérrééee aa uu ffoorrtt dd ee PPll eessnn ooyy aa vveecc ll aa sseeccttii oonn AArrmm eess
aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess dd uu ffoorrtt dd ee PPeeii gg nn eeyy.. LL’’ééccooll ee ffeerrmm ee sseess ppoorrtteess ll ee
22 33 dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 aa pprrèèss aa vvooii rr vvuu ppaa sssseerr 33 22 77 77 ooffffii cc ii eerrss eett
22 66 4444 ssoouu ss--ooffffii cc ii eerrss ..

LLeess ccoouu rrss dd ii ssppeenn ssééss ppaa rr ll eess ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss aa bboorrdd eenn tt dd eess ssuu jj eettss
vvaa rrii ééss qq uu ii ssee ccoonn cceenn ttrreenn tt ttoouu tteeffooii ss ssuu rr ll eess ssttrraa ttéégg ii eess ll ii ééeess àà ll aa
gg uu eerrrree dd ee mm oouu vveemm eenn tt.. AAii nn ss ii ll ee mm aa nn ii eemm eenn tt dd uu ffuu ss ii ll eett ll eess
dd ééppll aa cceemm eenn ttss dd eess hh oomm mm eess ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn ssoonn tt aa uu ccœœuu rr dd uu
pprroogg rraa mm mm ee.. LLeess ééll èèvveess aa bboorrdd eenn tt ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ee ll aa bbaa ïïoonn nn eettttee,,
dd eess aa rrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess ,, dd eess gg rreenn aa dd eess ,, dd eess ccaa nn oonn ss ll éégg eerrss eett
dd eess mm oorrttii eerrss .. UU nn mm oodd uu ll ee dd éévveell ooppppee éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt ll aa ssttrraa ttéégg ii ee dd ee
tteerrrraa ii nn eenn pprrooppoossaa nn tt dd eess dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn ss eett dd eess ccoonn fféérreenn cceess
eenn ll ii eenn aa vveecc ll eess pprroobbll èèmm eess ssoouu mm ii ss aa uu xx ééll èèvveess ..

AArrmmyy MMaacchhiinnee GGuunn SScchhooooll
LL’’ééccooll ee dd ’’AArrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess eesstt ccrrééééee ll ee 55 dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 77
ll oorrssqq uu ee ll ee ccooll oonn eell JJ oohh nn HH .. PPaa rrkkeerr oobbttii eenn tt ll aa mm ii ssee àà dd ii ssppooss ii ttii oonn
dd uu ffoorrtt dd ee PPeeii gg nn eeyy ppaa rr ll ’’aa rrmm ééee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee.. LL’’oobbjj eeccttii ff ii nn ii ttii aa ll dd ee
ll ’’ééccooll ee eesstt dd ee ffoorrmm eerr dd eess ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss ii nn tteerrvveenn aa nn tt
pprrii nn ccii ppaa ll eemm eenn tt dd aa nn ss ll eess ééccooll eess dd ee ccoorrppss dd ’’aa rrmm ééee.. CCeeppeenn dd aa nn tt,,
àà ll ’’ ii nn ssttaa rr dd ’’aa uu ttrreess ééccooll eess ,, eell ll ee dd ooii tt aa dd aa pptteerr ssoonn pprroogg rraa mm mm ee
ppoouu rr ffoorrmm eerr ll eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd éébbaa rrqq uu ééss eenn nn oomm bbrree ssuu rr ll ee ssooll
ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss .. CCeess dd eerrnn ii eerrss dd ooii vveenn tt êêttrree eenn ccaa ppaa ccii ttéé dd ee ssuu ppeerrvvii sseerr
ll ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt eett ll ee mm aa nn ii eemm eenn tt dd eess aa rrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess dd aa nn ss
ll eeuu rr uu nn ii ttéé..

LLee 11 11 aa vvrrii ll 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eevvii eenn tt ll aa SS eeccttii oonn AA dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee
SS ppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee.. LLee 11 ee rr aa ooûû tt 11 99 11 88 ,, ll aa sseeccttii oonn
ssppééccii aa ll ii ssééee dd aa nn ss ll eess ffuu ss ii ll ss aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess rreessttee aa ttttaa cchh ééee àà
ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eess SS ppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee ttaa nn dd ii ss qq uu ee ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd ee
mm ii ttrraa ii ll ll eeuu sseess dd eevvii eenn tt aa uu ttoonn oomm ee ssoouu ss ll ee nn oomm «« AArrmm yy MM aa cchh ii nn ee
GG uu nn SS cchh ooooll »» ..

CChh aa qq uu ee sseessss ii oonn dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ss ’’éétteenn dd ssuu rr 44 sseemm aa ii nn eess eett
aa bboorrdd ee ll aa ccoomm ppooss ii ttii oonn eett ll aa ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd eess dd ii fffféérreenn tteess
aa rrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess ,, ll eeuu rr rraa yyoonn dd ’’aa ccttii oonn ,, ll eess dd ii fffféérreenn tteess
tteecchh nn ii qq uu eess dd ee ttii rr,, ll eess ssttrraa ttéégg ii eess ll ii ééeess àà ll eeuu rr uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn ,, ll ee
mm aa nn ii eemm eenn tt dd eess ppii ssttooll eettss eett dd eess gg rreenn aa dd eess ..

LLeess ééll èèvveess ssuu ii vveenn tt dd eess ccoouu rrss ssuu rr ll eess mm oodd èèll eess dd ’’aa rrmm eess HH oottcchh kkii ssss
eett VVii cckkeerrss uu ttii ll ii ssééss rreessppeeccttii vveemm eenn tt ppaa rr ll eess FFrraa nn ççaa ii ss eett ll eess
AAnn gg ll aa ii ss .. LL’’ééccooll ee ffoorrmm ee 55 33 99 ooffffii cc ii eerrss eett 4488 66 ssoouu ss--ooffffii cc ii eerrss
rrééppaa rrttii ss dd aa nn ss 11 55 ccll aa sssseess eenn ttrree ll ee 11 77 dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 eett ll ee 22 66
ooccttoobbrree 11 99 11 88 ..
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Infantry Specialists School
On the 25th October 1 91 7 the Lieutenant Colonel Robert
J. Maxey was moved from the First Army Corps School in
Goundrecourt to organise the Infantry Specialists School in
Langres. He was appointed director and teacher training
was held between the 1 7 th December and the 1 5th

January 1 91 8.

In December and January, a large number of troops
arrived in France and the army schools were unable to
train this amount of soldiers. The Infantry Specialist School
had to therefore modify and adapt its training program to
incorporate field officers (and non-commissioned officers) .

On the 1 1 th April 1 91 8 the school integrated with the
Army Machine Gun School ( located at Fort Peigney) and
created a specialist section; section A. To make room for
the increase of students the school was moved to Fort
Plesnoy on the 31 st July. The school ceased to operate on
the 23rd December 1 91 8 after having trained 3277 officers
and 2644 non-commissioned officers.

The course covered a number of different subjects often
based on strategies relating to the war of movement.
These included rifle handling and the movement of men in
the field. The students learnt how to use a bayonet,
automatic weapons, grenades, light cannons and mortars.
In response to problems encountered by some of the
students lectures and demonstrations were given on
strategies in the field.

Army Machine Gun School
The Army Machine Gun School was established on the 5th

December 1 91 7 after the Colonel John H. Parker was
given use of Fort Peigney by the French. The initial
objective of the school was to train instructors of the Army
Corps School. Nevertheless, like many of the other schools,
the training program had to adapt to the large number of
officers who had arrived in France. These officers were
expected to be capable of supervising the training and
handling of automatic rifles in their unit.

On the 1 1 th April 1 91 8, the school became Section A
Infantry Specialist School. On the 1 st August 1 91 8 this
division specialising in automatic rifles stayed attached to
the Infantry Specialist School whist the machine gun
division became independent under the name Army
Machine Gun School.

Each training session lasted 4 weeks and tackled subjects
including the use of handguns and grenades, the
composition and making of different automatic arms, their
range and shooting strategies and techniques.

The students followed classes based on army models
developed by Hothkiss and Vickers (also used by both the
British and the French.) The school trained 539 officers
and 486 non-commissioned officers divided in to 1 5
classes between the 1 7 th December 1 91 7 and the 26th

October 1 91 8.

PARKER John H. Colonel. Harris & Ewing, photographer.
Between 1 905 and 1 945.

Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington D.C.

Chauchat Automatic Rifle.
Army Infantry Automatic Weapons School, Fort de Peigney, Langres, France.

27/04/1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA.

FUSIL AUTOMATIQUE CHAUCHAT.

Firing position of 37mm cannon squad. Army Infantry Specialists School, Turenne Barracks, Langres, France. 02/05/1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA.

POSITION DE TIR D'UNE ESCOUADE AVEC CANON DE 37 MM.

37mm gun squad moving into position. 02/05/1 91 8.
Capture d'écran du film "The Army War College at Langres. 1 91 8".
National Archives USA.

ESCOUADE AVEC CANON DE 37 MM SE METTANT EN POSITION.

37mm cannon squad. Position of men and piece when on move.
Army Infantry Specialists School, Turenne Barracks, Langres, France. 02/05/1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA.

ESCOUADE AVEC CANON DE 37 MM. POSITION DE LA PIÈCE ET DES HOMMES EN MOUVEMENT.



AArrmmyy EEnnggiinneeeerr SScchhooooll
LL’’ééccooll ee dd uu GG éénn ii ee dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee eesstt ppll aa ccééee ssoouu ss ll ee
ccoomm mm aa nn dd eemm eenn tt dd uu ccooll oonn eell GG .. HH .. LLuu kkeesshh àà ssaa ccrrééaa ttii oonn ll ee 33 11
ooccttoobbrree 11 99 11 77 .. LLeess mm ooii ss dd ee nn oovveemm bbrree eett dd éécceemm bbrree ssoonn tt
ccoonn ssaa ccrrééss àà ll ’’oorrgg aa nn ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee àà ll aa ccii ttaa dd eell ll ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..

LLee ccuu rrssuu ss aa bboorrdd ee dd eess tthh éémm aa ttii qq uu eess ssppééccii ffii qq uu eess ccoomm mm ee ll aa
ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ee ppoonn ttss ,, ll ee ccaa mm oouu ffll aa gg ee,, ll aa ll ooccaa ll ii ssaa ttii oonn ppaa rr ll ee ssoonn
eett ll aa ll uu mm ii èèrree,, ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ee mm ii nn eess ,, ll aa ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn
dd ’’ii nn ffrraa ssttrruu ccttuu rreess ,, ll aa ttooppoogg rraa pphh ii ee eett ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess
pprroojj eecctteeuu rrss ..

LLee 22 22 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee aa bbssoorrbbee ll aa ccll aa ssssee GG éénn ii ee dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee
dd ’’AAssppii rraa nn ttss ooffffii cc ii eerrss .. LLee 11 ee rr mm aa rrss ,, eell ll ee eesstt dd ééppll aa ccééee aa uu ffoorrtt dd ee
SS aa ii nn tt--MM eenn gg ee ssaa nn ss ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd eess pprroojj eecctteeuu rrss ,, vveerrssééee àà ll ’’ééccooll ee
AAnn ttii --aa éérrii eenn nn ee eett dd ee mm oorrttii eerrss dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess ,, nn ii ll aa sseeccttii oonn
ttooppoogg rraa pphh ii ee qq uu ii rreessttee àà ll aa ccii ttaa dd eell ll ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess .. AA ll aa ffii nn dd uu
mm ooii ss dd ee jj uu ii ll ll eett,, ll aa sseeccttii oonn ttooppoogg rraa pphh ii qq uu ee eesstt ii nn ttéégg rrééee àà ll ’’ééccooll ee
dd uu RReenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt eett rreemm ppll aa ccééee ppaa rr uu nn ee sseeccttii oonn dd ’’oorrii eenn ttaa ttii oonn
dd ee ll ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee ii nn ssttaa ll ll ééee dd aa nn ss uu nn ee dd eess ll uu nn eetttteess dd ee ll aa ccii ttaa dd eell ll ee..
LL’’ééccooll ee dd uu GG éénn ii ee ssee vvooii tt aa ffffeecctteerr,, ppoouu rr ll ee ccaa nn ttoonn nn eemm eenn tt eett
ll ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt dd eess ééll èèvveess ,, uu nn vvaa ssttee tteerrrrii ttooii rree aa uu ttoouu rr dd uu ffoorrtt dd ee
SS aa ii nn tt--MM eenn gg ee eett dd uu rréésseerrvvooii rr dd ee CChh aa rrmm eess ..

CChh aa qq uu ee sseessss ii oonn dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn eesstt pprréévvuu ee ppoouu rr dd uu rreerr ccii nn qq
sseemm aa ii nn eess eett aa bboorrdd ee ll eess qq uu aa ttrree ssppééccii aa ll ii ttééss dd éévveell ooppppééeess ppaa rr ll eess
sseeccttii oonn ss ssuu ii vvaa nn tteess ::

•• ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ee ppoonn ttss :: cceettttee sseeccttii oonn oouu vvrree ll ee 11 55 dd éécceemm bbrree
11 99 11 77 dd aa nn ss ll aa ccaa sseerrnn ee CCaa rrtteerreett--TTrrééccoouu rrtt.. AAuu mm ooii ss dd ee mm aa rrss
11 99 11 88 eell ll ee rreejj ooii nn tt ll ee ffoorrtt dd ee SS aa ii nn tt--MM eenn gg ee,, àà uu nn ee dd ii zzaa ii nn ee dd ee
kkii ll oomm èèttrreess dd uu ll aa cc dd ee CChh aa rrmm eess ooùù ssoonn tt pprraa ttii qq uu ééss ll eess eexxeerrccii cceess
dd ee ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ee ppoonn ttoonn ss eett dd ee ppoonn ttss ll éégg eerrss .. AAuu mm ooii ss dd ee
sseepptteemm bbrree,, ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd éémm éénn aa gg ee dd ééffii nn ii ttii vveemm eenn tt aa uu ll aa cc dd ee
CChh aa rrmm eess .. LLeess ccoouu rrss ssee dd éévveell ooppppeenn tt ssuu rr uu nn ee dd uu rrééee dd ee 66 àà 11 88
jj oouu rrss eett ssoonn tt ssuu ii vvii ss ppaa rr 4455 00 00 ééll èèvveess ssuu rr ll aa ppéérrii oodd ee dd ee
ffoonn ccttii oonn nn eemm eenn tt qq uu ii ss ’’aa cchh èèvvee ll ee 33 11 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 99 ..

•• ccaa mm oouu ffll aa gg ee :: pprroobbaa bbll eemm eenn tt oouu vveerrttee éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt aa uu mm ooii ss dd ee
dd éécceemm bbrree,, ll aa sseeccttii oonn ccaa mm oouu ffll aa gg ee nn ee dd ii ssppeenn ssee àà sseess dd éébbuu ttss
qq uu ’’uu nn eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt tthh ééoorrii qq uu ee.. II ll ffaa uu tt aa tttteenn dd rree ll ee 11 ee rr mm aa rrss
11 99 11 88 ppoouu rr qq uu ee ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn dd ’’eexxeerrccii ccee aa uu ffoorrtt dd ee SS aa ii nn tt--MM eenn gg ee
ssooii tt ooppéérraa ttii oonn nn eell .. SS oouu ss ll aa dd ii rreeccttii oonn dd ee ll ’’aa rrttii ssttee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn
WWii ll ffoorrdd SS .. CCoonn rrooww,, ll ee ccoonn tteenn uu dd eess ccoouu rrss –– dd ’’uu nn ee dd uu rrééee
dd ’’eenn vvii rroonn 11 55 jj oouu rrss –– eesstt eenn ppeerrppééttuu eell ll ee éévvooll uu ttii oonn eenn ffoonn ccttii oonn
dd eess mm éétthh oodd eess dd ee ccaa mm oouu ffll aa gg ee oobbsseerrvvééeess ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt ppaa rr ll eess
ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss .. LLeess ccoouu rrss ssee bbaa sseenn tt ssuu rr ll ’’ééttuu dd ee dd ee pphh oottoogg rraa pphh ii eess
aa éérrii eenn nn eess eett dd eess tteecchh nn ii qq uu eess dd ee ccaa mm oouu ffll aa gg ee aa ppppll ii qq uu ééeess àà
dd ii fffféérreenn tteess ii nn ffrraa ssttrruu ccttuu rreess (( bbaa tttteerrii eess ,, mm aa gg aa ss ii nn ss àà mm uu nn ii ttii oonn ss ,,
bbaa rraa qq uu eemm eenn ttss ,, eettcc…… )) .. EEnn vvii rroonn 33 00 00 00 ééttuu dd ii aa nn ttss ssuu ii vveenn tt ll eess
ccoouu rrss jj uu ssqq uu ’’àà ll aa ffeerrmm eettuu rree dd ee ll aa sseeccttii oonn ..

AArrmmyy EEnnggiinneeeerr SScchhooooll
•• uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess mm ii nn eess :: ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd éébbuu ttee ll eess ccoouu rrss ll ee 55
jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 .. II ll ss oonn tt uu nn ee dd uu rrééee dd ee 99 àà 11 88 jj oouu rrss eett aa bboorrdd eenn tt
dd eess ssuu jj eettss vvaa rrii ééss aa ll ll aa nn tt dd ee ll aa ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ’’aa bbrrii ss eenn tteerrrrééss
jj uu ssqq uu ’’àà ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess mm ii nn eess eett ll eeuu rr mm aa nn ii ppuu ll aa ttii oonn ..
LL’’eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt eesstt dd eessttii nn éé àà ccoomm bbll eerr ll eess ll aa ccuu nn eess dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee dd aa nn ss ll aa pprrootteeccttii oonn dd eess hh oomm mm eess eett dd aa nn ss ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn
dd eess eexxppll ooss ii ffss .. EEnn eeffffeett,, ppll uu ss hh aa bbii ttuu ééss àà ll aa gg uu eerrrree dd ee
mm oouu vveemm eenn tt,, ll eess AAmm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss dd ééccoouu vvrreenn tt eenn FFrraa nn ccee
ll ’’ ii mm ppoorrttaa nn ccee dd eess aa bbrrii ss dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess eett ll ’’eeffffii ccaa ccii ttéé dd eess mm ii nn eess
ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn dd eess ooppéérraa ttii oonn ss .. CCeess ccoouu rrss ssoonn tt ssuu ii vvii ss ppaa rr 33 11 00 00
ssooll dd aa ttss ssuu rr ll aa dd uu rrééee dd ee ffoonn ccttii oonn nn eemm eenn tt dd ee ll aa sseeccttii oonn ..

•• ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ’’ii nn ffrraa ssttrruu ccttuu rreess :: ll eess pprreemm ii eerrss ccoouu rrss
ccoomm mm eenn cceenn tt ll ee 55 jj aa nn vvii eerr aa vveecc ppoouu rr oobbjj eeccttii ff dd ee dd oonn nn eerr aa uu xx
ééttuu dd ii aa nn ttss uu nn ee vvuu ee dd ’’eenn sseemm bbll ee dd eess ttââ cchh eess ii nn ccoomm bbaa nn tt àà uu nn
ooffffii cc ii eerr dd uu GG éénn ii ee eenn ccoomm mm eenn ççaa nn tt ppaa rr ll eess pprrii nn ccii ppeess dd ee
ffoorrttii ffii ccaa ttii oonn .. LLeess ccll aa sssseess ssee dd éérroouu ll eenn tt ssuu rr uu nn ee ppéérrii oodd ee dd ee 99 àà
11 88 jj oouu rrss .. EEnn ccoomm ppll éémm eenn tt dd eess ccoouu rrss tthh ééoorrii qq uu eess ,, uu nn tteerrrraa ii nn
dd ’’eexxeerrccii ccee ss ii mm uu ll aa nn tt uu nn cchh aa mm pp dd ee bbaa ttaa ii ll ll ee eesstt aa mm éénn aa gg éé aa vveecc
dd eess ppooss ii ttii oonn ss dd ee mm ii ttrraa ii ll ll eeuu sseess eett dd ’’aa rrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess ,, dd eess
ttrraa nn cchh ééeess eett uu nn eenn cchh eevvêêttrreemm eenn tt dd ee bbaa rrbbeell ééss ..

LLeess sseeccttii oonn ss ttooppoogg rraa pphh ii ee,, ll ooccaa ll ii ssaa ttii oonn ppaa rr ll ee ssoonn eett ll aa ll uu mm ii èèrree,,
uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess pprroojj eecctteeuu rrss ssoonn tt ppoouu rr ll eeuu rr ppaa rrtt dd eessttii nn ééeess àà ll aa
ssppééccii aa ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess ttrroouu ppeess dd uu GG éénn ii ee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn .. LLeess ccoouu rrss dd ee ll aa
sseeccttii oonn ttooppoogg rraa pphh ii ee ccoomm mm eenn cceenn tt ll ee 22 22 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 eett
ffoorrmm eenn tt ll eess ééll èèvveess àà ll ’’ ii nn tteerrpprrééttaa ttii oonn dd eess pphh oottoogg rraa pphh ii eess
aa éérrii eenn nn eess eett àà ll aa ll eeccttuu rree dd ee ccaa rrtteess ,, ccoomm ppéétteenn cceess rreepprrii sseess eenn
jj uu ii ll ll eett 11 99 11 88 ppaa rr ll ’’ééccooll ee dd uu RReenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt..

LLaa sseeccttii oonn dd ee ll ooccaa ll ii ssaa ttii oonn ppaa rr ll ee ssoonn eett ll aa ll uu mm ii èèrree eesstt
ooppéérraa ttii oonn nn eell ll ee dd èèss ll ee 55 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 .. EEll ll eess eesstt ssuu rrttoouu tt
ffrrééqq uu eenn ttééee ppaa rr ll eess hh oomm mm eess dd uu 22 99 tthh EEnn gg ii nn eeeerrss qq uu ii ssee ffoorrmm eenn tt
àà cceettttee nn oouu vveell ll ee tteecchh nn ii qq uu ee.. LL’’oobbjj eeccttii ff eesstt dd ee dd éétteerrmm ii nn eerr ll eess
ppooss ii ttii oonn ss dd ee ll ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee eenn nn eemm ii ee àà ll ’’aa ii dd ee dd ’’aa ppppaa rreeii ll ss mm eessuu rraa nn tt
ll ee ssoonn eett ll aa ll uu mm ii èèrree pprroodd uu ii ttss ppaa rr ll eeuu rrss ccaa nn oonn ss .. LL’’ ii nn ssttrruu ccttii oonn ssee
dd éérroouu ll ee ssuu rr dd eess ppéérrii oodd eess dd ee 66 mm ooii ss ppeenn dd aa nn tt ll eessqq uu eell ss ll eess
hh oomm mm eess dd ooii vveenn tt dd éévveell ooppppeerr dd ee ssooll ii dd eess ccoomm ppéétteenn cceess eenn
ééll eeccttrrii cc ii ttéé,, rrééppaa rraa ttii oonn dd ’’ii nn ssttrruu mm eenn ttss ,, mm éétthh oodd ee dd ee ssuu rrvveeii ll ll aa nn ccee,,
ll eeccttuu rree dd ee ccaa rrtteess eett eenn mm aa tthh éémm aa ttii qq uu eess ppoouu rr eeffffeeccttuu eerr dd eess
ttrrii aa nn gg uu ll aa ttii oonn ss pprrééccii sseess ..
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Army Engineer School
The American Army Engineer School was formed on the
31 st October 1 91 7 and placed under the command of
Colonel G. H. Lukesh. The organisation and structuring of
the course took place throughout November and
December at the citadel in Langres.

Classes were taught on bridge construction, camouflaging
locations using sound and lights, the usage of mines, the
construction of an infrastructure, topography and the use
of searchlights.

On the 22nd January 1 91 8 the school integrated the class
of engineers from the Army Candidates School and on the
1 st March was moved to Fort Saint-Menge. The class on
using searchlights moved to the Anti Aircraft School. The
trench mortar class and the topography section stayed at
Langres Citadel. At the end of July the topography section
was moved to the Army Intelligence School and replaced
with orientation of artillery division at the Lunette in the
citadel. The Engineer School was moved to large area near
to Fort Saint-Menge and the Charmes reservoir lodge and
train the students.

Each session was expected to last five weeks and included
the following sections:

• Bridge construction: this section began on the 1 5th

December 1 91 7 at the Carteret-Trecourt barracks. In
March 1 91 8 it was moved to Fort Saint-Menge, roughly 1 0
km from Charmes Lake where practise exercises could be
carried out building pontoons and light bridges. In
September the section moved for the last time to Charmes
Lake. The course lasted 6 to 1 8 days and was attended by
4500 students up until its closure on the 31 st January
1 91 9.

• Camouflage: Probably started in December, the course
was theory based up until practice facilities at Fort Saint-
Menge were up and running. This section was managed
by the American artist Wilford S. Conrow. The 1 5 day
course constantly evolved in function with the camouflage
methods that had been observed on the front line.
Training included camouflage techniques used within the
various structures (batteries, ammunition stores, barracks
etc) and the study of aerial photographs. Roughly 3000
students attended the school up until its closure.

• The usage of Mines: This section started teaching on the
5th January 1 91 8; the course lasted between 9 and 1 8
days and subjects included underground shelters
construction and the manipulation and usage of mines.
The course was intended to improve the protection of
troops and their usage of explosives. The Americans were
experienced in wars of movement. After their arrival in
France they discovered the importance of trench shelter
and the effectiveness of mines in field operations. This
course was followed by 31 00 soldiers up until the schools
closure.

• The construction of infrastructures: The first lesson
started on the 5th January and offered students an
overview of the tasks dealt with by engineering officers;
starting with the principles of fortifications. The class was
held over a period of 9 to 1 8 days. In addition to theory
based lessons a simulation of a battlefield was created to
practise the positioning machine guns, automatic
weapons, barbed wire and trenches.

Topography, the use of searchlights and determining the
enemy position using sound and light were also studied
by the engineers. Topography lessons started on the 22nd

January 1 91 8 and trained students in map reading and
the interpretation of aerial photographs. The American
Intelligence School took over these subjects in July 1 91 8.

The class on the technique of using light and sound to
determine an enemy position were operational from the
5th January 1 91 8. Training in this new technique was
mainly given to the men from the 29th Engineers and
taught the men to use a device that measured the sound
and light produced by enemy cannons. This course took
place over a 6 month period and students learnt skills in
electricity, the reparation of tools, surveillance methods,
map reading and in maths in order to calculate precise
triangulation.

Bridge Department. American Engineers' School, Langres, Haute-Marne, France. 1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA.

SECTION CONSTRUCTION DE PONTS.

Soldier in black and white uniform to conceal him while climbing trees.
Co. F. , 24th Engineers. American University D.C. 1 4/1 1 /1 91 7.
Engineers Corps. National Archives USA.

SOLDAT EN UNIFORME NOIR ET BLANC DESTINÉ À LE DISSIMULER LORSQU'IL GRIMPE AUX

ARBRES.
En réponse à la reconnaissance aérienne, le camouflage se développe dans
chacune des armées qui prennent part au conflit. Les artistes créateurs de décors de
théâtre participent activement à la réalisation de trompe-l'oeil pour cacher
véhicules, armes et troupes.

Bridge Department. American Engineers' School,
Langres, Haute-Marne, France. 1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA.

Trestle for bridge-head.

SECTION CONSTRUCTION DE PONTS.
ECHAFAUDAGE POUR TÊTE DE PONT.

L'armée française participe à la formation des soldats du Génie américain.
Ici, un officier français pose devant une tête de pont construite par les élèves.



AArrmmyy SSaanniittaarryy SScchhooooll
LL’’ééccooll ee dd ee SS aa nn ttéé aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee oouu vvrree sseess ppoorrtteess ll ee 33 dd éécceemm bbrree
11 99 11 77 dd aa nn ss ll eess ll ooccaa uu xx dd ee ll ’’aa nn ccii eenn nn ee ééccooll ee dd ee ffii ll ll eess ppll aa ccee JJ eeaa nn
DDuu vveett.. EEll ll ee eesstt ppll aa ccééee ssoouu ss ll ee ccoomm mm aa nn dd eemm eenn tt dd uu ccooll oonn eell
AAsshh ffoorrdd .. LLaa dd uu rrééee dd eess ccoouu rrss vvaa rrii ee dd ee 11 àà 66 mm ooii ss eett dd ooii tt ffoorrmm eerr
dd aa nn ss uu nn pprreemm ii eerr tteemm ppss dd eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss ccaa ppaa bbll eess dd ee dd ii ffffuu sseerr cceett
eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt dd aa nn ss ll eeuu rrss uu nn ii ttééss ..

LL’’ééccooll ee dd ii ssppeenn ssee dd eess ccoouu rrss eenn mm éédd eeccii nn ee eett cchh ii rruu rrgg ii ee eett
dd éévveell ooppppee uu nn ee sseeccttii oonn ssppééccii ffii qq uu ee ppoouu rr ll eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd uu ccoorrppss
dd eenn ttaa ii rree.. LL’’oobbjj eeccttii ff aa ffffii cchh éé eesstt dd ee ffoorrmm eerr ll eess mm éédd eeccii nn ss dd uu ccoorrppss
eexxppéédd ii ttii oonn nn aa ii rree ppoouu rr pprréésseerrvveerr ll aa ssaa nn ttéé dd eess ttrroouu ppeess ssuu rr ll ee
ffrroonn tt eett gg éérreerr aa uu mm ii eeuu xx ll eeuu rr ssaa uu vveettaa gg ee ss ii nn éécceessssaa ii rree..

LLeess ccoouu rrss aa bboorrdd eenn tt ll aa gg uu eerrrree dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess àà ll aa qq uu eell ll ee ll eess
mm éédd eeccii nn ss dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee nn ee ssoonn tt ppaa ss hh aa bbii ttuu ééss .. LLaa
ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn dd éévveell ooppppee ll ee ttrraa ii tteemm eenn tt dd eess mm aa ll aa dd ii eess rreenn ccoonn ttrrééeess
ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt eett dd aa nn ss ll eess hh ôôppii ttaa uu xx dd ee ll ’’aa rrrrii èèrree,, aa ii nn ss ii qq uu ee ll eess
bbll eessssuu rreess ii nn ffll ii gg ééeess nn oottaa mm mm eenn tt ppaa rr ll eess aa rrmm eess cchh ii mm ii qq uu eess .. LLeess
ééll èèvveess aa pppprreenn nn eenn tt àà mm aa ii nn tteenn ii rr ll eess ccoonn dd ii ttii oonn ss dd ’’hh yygg ii èènn ee dd aa nn ss
ll eess ttrraa nn cchh ééeess ..

LLee ccoonn tteenn uu dd eess ccoouu rrss aa ll tteerrnn ee eenn ttrree tthh ééoorrii ee eett dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn ss ,,
aa vveecc ppaa rrffooii ss dd eess vvii ss ii tteess ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn .. LLaa ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ss ’’aa dd aa ppttee àà
ll ’’éévvooll uu ttii oonn dd uu ccoonn ffll ii tt.. DDaa nn ss uu nn pprreemm ii eerr tteemm ppss ll eess ccoouu rrss ttrraa ii tteenn tt
dd eess cchh ooii xx dd ’’ ii mm ppll aa nn ttaa ttii oonn dd eess hh ôôppii ttaa uu xx :: ll ooii nn àà ll ’’aa rrrrii èèrree ppoouu rr ll eess
ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss ,, qq uu ii ttttee àà aa ll ll oonn gg eerr ll aa dd uu rrééee dd ee ttrraa nn ssppoorrtt dd eess bbll eessssééss ,, aa uu
ppll uu ss pprrèèss dd uu ffrroonn tt ppoouu rr ll eess bbrrii ttaa nn nn ii qq uu eess aa uu rrii ssqq uu ee dd ee ssuu bbii rr uu nn
bboomm bbaa rrdd eemm eenn tt.. LL’’aa vvaa nn ccééee dd eess ttrroouu ppeess aa ll ll ii ééeess ppeerrmm eett
dd ’’éévvooqq uu eerr ll ee dd ééppll aa cceemm eenn tt dd eess hh ôôppii ttaa uu xx eett ll aa gg eessttii oonn dd eess ffll uu xx
dd ee bbll eessssééss ..

DDee ssoonn ccôôttéé,, ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd eenn ttaa ii rree dd éébbuu ttee ll eess ccoouu rrss ll ee 11 00
dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 eett aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ee 11 22 ééll èèvveess ppoouu rr uu nn ee pprreemm ii èèrree
sseessss ii oonn dd ee 77 jj oouu rrss .. DDaa nn ss uu nn pprreemm ii eerr tteemm ppss ,, ll eess ccoouu rrss rreesstteenn tt
tthh ééoorrii qq uu eess jj uu ssqq uu ’’àà ll ’’ooccccuu ppaa ttii oonn ppaa rr ll ee CCaa mm pp HH oossppii ttaa ll nn °°22 44 dd ee
ll ’’hh ôôppii ttaa ll mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rree ss ii ttuu éé dd aa nn ss ll ’’aa nn ccii eenn ccoouu vveenn tt dd eess
DDoomm ii nn ii ccaa ii nn eess (( rruu ee dd ee ll aa CChh aa rrii ttéé)) .. AA ppaa rrttii rr dd uu mm ooii ss dd ee mm aa ii ,,
ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ii ssppoossee dd aa nn ss cceett ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt dd uu mm aa ttéérrii eell mm éédd ii ccaa ll
nn éécceessssaa ii rree aa uu dd éérroouu ll eemm eenn tt dd eess eexxeerrccii cceess ..

AAuu mm ooii ss dd ee jj uu ii nn ,, ll eess ééll èèvveess ééttuu dd ii eenn tt ll ee ttrraa vvaa ii ll dd eess cchh ii rruu rrgg ii eenn ss
dd uu sseerrvvii ccee mm aa xxii ll ll oo--ffaa ccii aa ll dd ee ll ’’hh ôôppii ttaa ll ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss nn °°4455 dd ee VVii cchh yy.. II ll ss
eenn rraa ppppoorrtteenn tt uu nn ee sséérrii ee dd ee ccoouu rrss ssuu rr ll ee ttrraa ii tteemm eenn tt dd eess
ffrraa ccttuu rreess eett dd eess bbll eessssuu rreess àà ll aa mm ââ cchh ooii rree..

AAuu ffuu rr eett àà mm eessuu rree dd uu ccoonn ffll ii tt,, ll ’’eexxppéérrii eenn ccee ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt mm oonn ttrree
qq uu ee ll eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd eenn ttaa ii rreess ssoonn tt ssuu rrttoouu tt ssooll ll ii cc ii ttééss ppoouu rr dd eess
ii nn tteerrvveenn ttii oonn ss dd ee pprreemm ii eerr sseeccoouu rrss .. II ll ll eeuu rr eesstt dd ee ttoouu ttee ffaa ççoonn
dd ii ffffii cc ii ll ee dd ee pprraa ttii qq uu eerr ll eeuu rrss ooppéérraa ttii oonn ss eenn zzoonn ee dd ee ccoomm bbaa tt,,
mm êêmm ee ss ii uu nn kkii tt dd ’’uu rrgg eenn ccee ppoorrttaa ttii ff eesstt ccrréééé àà ll eeuu rr aa tttteenn ttii oonn ..
UU nn ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn aa uu xx pprreemm ii eerrss ssooii nn ss eesstt ppaa rr ccoonn ssééqq uu eenn tt
ii nn ttrroodd uu ii ttee dd aa nn ss ll ee ccuu rrssuu ss ppoouu rr ll eess pprrééppaa rreerr àà ttoouu tt ttyyppee
dd ’’ii nn tteerrvveenn ttii oonn ..

AA ll aa ffii nn dd ee ssaa ppéérrii oodd ee dd ee ffoonn ccttii oonn nn eemm eenn tt,, ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd eenn ttaa ii rree
aa dd ii ssppeenn sséé 11 66 sseessss ii oonn ss dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn eett dd ii ppll ôômm éé 33 22 00 ooffffii cc ii eerrss ..

AArrmmyy CCaannddiiddaatteess sscchhooooll
LL’’ééccooll ee dd ’’AAssppii rraa nn ttss ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee ffoorrmm ee ll eess
ooffffii cc ii eerrss pprrii oorrii ttaa ii rreemm eenn tt dd eessttii nn ééss àà eenn ccaa dd rreerr dd eess uu nn ii ttééss dd ’’uu nn ee
ccii nn qq uu aa nn ttaa ii nn ee dd ee ssooll dd aa ttss .. LLee dd ii rreecctteeuu rr dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee eesstt nn oomm mm éé ll ee
22 00 nn oovveemm bbrree eett ll ’’ééttaa bbll ii sssseemm eenn tt ss ’’ ii nn ssttaa ll ll ee àà ppaa rrttii rr dd uu 22 44 aa uu xx
ccaa sseerrnn eess TTuu rreenn nn ee àà ll aa ccii ttaa dd eell ll ee..

LLaa pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn oouu vvrree ll ee 11 ee rr dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 77
eett aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ee 66 00 00 ccaa nn dd ii dd aa ttss ii ssssuu ss dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee,, 33 66 dd uu gg éénn ii ee eett
11 22 dd eess ttrraa nn ssmm ii ssss ii oonn ss .. II ll ss aa rrrrii vveenn tt àà LLaa nn gg rreess eenn ttrree ll ee 33 00
nn oovveemm bbrree eett ll ee 22 00 dd éécceemm bbrree.. LLeess 11 77 ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss rreejj ooii gg nn eenn tt ll ee
ccoorrppss eenn sseeii gg nn aa nn tt eenn ttrree ll ee 44 eett ll ee 11 88 dd éécceemm bbrree ;; ii ll ss ’’aa gg ii tt
dd ’’ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ééttaa cchh ééss dd ee ll eeuu rrss dd ii vvii ss ii oonn ss mm aa ii ss qq uu ii nn ’’oonn tt ppoouu rr ll aa
ppll uu ppaa rrtt jj aa mm aa ii ss rreeççuu dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ttaa ccttii qq uu ee.. PPoouu rr ll eess sseessss ii oonn ss
ssuu ii vvaa nn tteess ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee rreeccrruu ttee sseess ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss ppaa rrmm ii sseess mm eeii ll ll eeuu rrss
ééll èèvveess ..

LLeess ééll èèvveess ssoonn tt dd ii vvii ssééss eenn ppeell oottoonn ss dd ee 55 55 àà 77 00 hh oomm mm eess eett
aa bboorrdd eenn tt dd eess tthh éémm aa ttii qq uu eess aa uu ssss ii dd ii vveerrsseess qq uu ee ll aa ccoonn dd uu ii ttee
dd ’’uu nn ee uu nn ii ttéé,, ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ’’uu nn ee bboouu ssssooll ee,, ll aa ll eeccttuu rree dd ee ccaa rrtteess ,, ll ee
dd eessss ii nn dd ee ccrrooqq uu ii ss rraa ppii dd eess ,, ll aa rrééaa ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess ,,
ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess oobbssttaa ccll eess oouu eenn ccoorree ll eess mm ooyyeenn ss dd ee
ccoomm mm uu nn ii ccaa ttii oonn ..

LL’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee dd ooii tt rraa ppii dd eemm eenn tt ccoomm bbll eerr ssoonn dd ééffii cc ii tt eenn
ppeerrssoonn nn eell dd ’’eenn ccaa dd rreemm eenn tt eett ll aa ppooppuu ll aa ttii oonn dd ’’ééll èèvveess ooffffii cc ii eerrss
aa uu gg mm eenn ttee rraa ppii dd eemm eenn tt.. PPoouu rr ffaa ii rree ffaa ccee àà ll aa rreeccrruu dd eesscceenn ccee
dd ’’ééll èèvveess ,, dd eess ll ooccaa uu xx ssuu ppppll éémm eenn ttaa ii rreess dd aa nn ss ll aa ccii ttaa dd eell ll ee ssoonn tt
aa ffffeeccttééss àà ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’AAssppii rraa nn ttss aa uu dd éébbuu tt dd uu mm ooii ss dd ’’aa ooûû tt 11 99 11 88 ..

EEnn sseepptteemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 ,, eell ll ee ss ’’éétteenn dd aa uu xx ffoorrttss dd ee ll aa BB oonn nn eell ll ee,, dd ee ll aa
PPooii nn ttee dd ee DDii aa mm aa nn tt eett dd uu CCoogg nn eell oott eett ll eess aa mm éénn aa gg ee ppoouu rr qq uu ee
cchh aa ccuu nn ppuu ii ssssee aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ii rr 11 11 00 00 ééll èèvveess dd aa nn ss dd eess bbaa rraa qq uu eemm eenn ttss ..
EEnn ooccttoobbrree 11 99 11 88 ,, ll aa ppooppuu ll aa ttii oonn dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee ccuu ll mm ii nn ee àà 4488 22 88
aa ssppii rraa nn ttss rrééppaa rrttii ss ssuu rr ll eess dd ii fffféérreenn ttss ss ii tteess ..

PPoouu rr ffaa ii rree ffaa ccee àà cceess ppii ccss dd ee ffrrééqq uu eenn ttaa ttii oonn ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ooii tt rreeccrruu tteerr
dd ee nn oouu vveeaa uu xx ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss dd aa nn ss ll ’’uu rrgg eenn ccee.. II nn ssuu ffffii ssaa mm mm eenn tt
ffoorrmm ééss ,, ii ll ss ssee rréévvèèll eenn tt ppeeuu eeffffii ccaa cceess eett ll ee nn ii vveeaa uu gg éénn éérraa ll dd eess
eenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn ttss ss ’’eenn rreesssseenn tt.. CCee pphh éénn oomm èènn ee eesstt aa gg gg rraa vvéé ppaa rr
ll ee mm aa nn qq uu ee dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ii nn ii ttii aa ll ee dd eess ééll èèvveess aa uu xx EEttaa ttss --UU nn ii ss
aa vvaa nn tt ll eeuu rr dd ééppaa rrtt.. CCeerrttaa ii nn ss nn ’’oonn tt jj aa mm aa ii ss aa pppprrii ss àà mm aa îîttrrii sseerr uu nn ee
aa rrmm ee àà ffeeuu eett ll eess ccoouu rrss dd ooii vveenn tt ss ’’aa ttttaa cchh eerr àà rreepprreenn dd rree ll eess
bbaa sseess ..

AAuu ccoouu rrss dd ee ssoonn eexxii sstteenn ccee 99 66 88 66 ssooll dd aa ttss eett 11 88 33 ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss
oonn tt ffrrééqq uu eenn ttéé ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’AAssppii rraa nn ttss ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..
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Army Sanitary School
The American Sanitary School opened its doors on the 3rd

December 1 91 7 in the old girls school on Jean Duvet
Square. The Colonel Ashford was placed in command.
The lessons lasted between 1 to 6 months and were used
to train the officers deemed capable to diffuse their
knowledge to their units.

Training was given on medicine and surgery and a section
was developed specifically for dental officers. The objective
of the course was to train medical corps to maintain the
health of frontline troops and also to efficiently manage
emergency rescues.

The Americans were less experienced in trench warfare so
lessons were based on this. Training was given on the
treatment of illnesses (encountered on both the frontline
and in the military hospitals) , the preservation of hygienic
conditions in the trenches and potential injuries (notably
by chemical weapons) . The course content alternated
between theory and demonstrations with occasional visits
to the field. Training evolved throughout the conflict; the
first classes explaining the choice of the location of the
military hospitals: the French chose to locate them far from
the front, which increased transportation time of injured
soldiers and the British chose to locate their hospitals close
to the front line, which increased the risk of
bombardment. The advancement of the troops allowed
the hospitals to move and to manage the flow of the
injured men.

The dental section started lessons on the 1 0th December
1 91 7 and welcomed 1 2 students for a 7 day course. The
lessons were purely theory based up until the creation of
the Camp Hospital 24, a military hospital located in the old
Dominican Convent on Rue de la Charité. From the month
of May the school was given use of the medical equipment
required to carry out practical exercises.

From the start of June the students studied facial
reconstruction surgery at french hospital No 45 Vichy, and
a number of lessons were given on treating fractures and
injuries to the jawbone.

As the war progressed, experience on the front showed
that dental officers were needed the most in first aid
surgery situations. This type of surgery was difficult to carry
out in a combat zone and a portable first aid kit was made
for this purpose. A first aid training course was
consequently introduced into the curriculum to prepare
officers for all types of surgery.

During the operational period of the school, the dental
section included 1 6 training sessions and taught 320
officers.

Army Candidates School
The American Army Candidates School trained the officers
destined to supervise units of 50 soldiers. The director was
nominated on the 20th November and the school was
installed at the 24 Turenne barracks in the citadel.

The first training session started on the 1 st December 1 91 7
and welcomed 600 applicants from the infantry, 36
engineers and 1 2 signal corps. They arrived at Langres
between the 30th November and the 20th December. 1 7
instructors formed the teaching team between the 4th and
the 1 8th December, they were officers detached from their
division and for the most part hadn’t been fully trained in
tactics. For the sessions that followed, the school recruited
instructors from amongst their best students.

The students were divided into squads of 55 to 70 men
and training covered compass skills, map reading, rapid
sketching, building trenches, utilisation of obstacles,
communications and the management of units.

The American army had to replace its deficit of
management staff and number of student officers rose
rapidly. To cope with this increase of students additional
sites were added to the Army Candidates School at the
beginning of August 1 91 8.

In September 1 91 8, Fort Bonnelle, Pointe de Diamant and
Fort Cognelot were converted so that each of them could
hold 1 1 00 students in their barracks. In October 1 91 8 the
population of the school peaked to 4828 students who
were held at these sites.

To manage these peaks in attendance, the school had to
urgently recruit new instructors. The level of teaching
started to suffer as the new instructors were often
undertrained and inefficient. This situation was not helped
by the lack of training given to the American troops before
leaving America. Some of them had never been taught
how to use a fire arm so the lessons had to start with the
basics.

During its existence, Langres Army Candidates School
taught 9686 soldiers by 1 83 teaching staff.

Official photo record of typical huts built by Construction Department Y.M.C.A.-A.E.F. Turenne Barracks. 1 91 8-1 91 9.
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C.

INVENTAIRE PHOTOGRAPHIQUE OFFICIEL DES MODÈLES DE BÂTIMENTS CONSTRUITS PAR LE SERVICE DE LA CONSTRUCTION Y.M.C.A.-A.E.F.
Sur cette photo, prise sur la place d'Armes de la citadelle de Langres, apparaissent au second plan les baraquements américains.

Utilisés pour le stockage, ils permettaient également de loger les troupes, notamment les élèves de l'école d'Aspirants officiers,
en complément des bâtiments cédés par l'armée française.

ASHFORD, B.K. COLONEL.
Harris & Ewing, photographer.
between 1 905 and 1 945
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs
Division Washington, D.C.

CCaammpp HHoossppiittaa ll nn°°2244.. DDeennttaall rroooomm.. LLaa nn gg rreess ,, FFrraa nn ccee.. 11 99 11 88 ..
SS ii gg nn aa ll CCoorrppss .. NN aa ttii oonn aa ll AArrcchh ii vveess UU SS AA..

CCaammpp hhoossppiittaa ll nn°°2244.. SSaall llee ddeennttaaiirree ..

Training U.S. troops in France. Old fashion trench digging. 06/1 91 8.
National Archives USA.

ENTRAÎNEMENT DES TROUPES U.S. EN FRANCE. CREUSEMENT DE TRANCHÉES

"À L'ANCIENNE".



AArrmmyy TTaannkk SScchhooooll
SS oouu ss ll aa dd ii rreeccttii oonn dd uu ccaa ppii ttaa ii nn ee GG eeoorrgg ee SS .. PPaa ttttoonn ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee dd ee CChh aa rrss aa ll aa cchh aa rrgg ee dd ee ffoorrmm eerr ll eess ffuu ttuu rrss hh oomm mm eess
dd ee ll aa pprreemm ii èèrree uu nn ii ttéé dd ee ttaa nn kkss ll éégg eerrss aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee..

AA ll eeuu rr aa rrrrii vvééee eenn FFrraa nn ccee,, ll eess AAmm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss mm oonn ttrreenn tt uu nn ii nn ttéérrêêtt
ppaa rrttii ccuu ll ii eerr ppoouu rr ll eess cchh aa rrss ,, uu nn ee aa rrmm ee eenn ppll eeii nn dd éévveell ooppppeemm eenn tt..
AAuu mm ooii ss dd ee sseepptteemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee pprréévvooii tt ll aa
ccoonn ssttii ttuu ttii oonn dd ee 55 bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn ss dd ee cchh aa rrss ll oouu rrdd ss eett 22 00 dd ee cchh aa rrss
ll éégg eerrss .. PPoouu rr cceell aa ,, eell ll ee dd ooii tt ssee mm uu nn ii rr dd ’’uu nn nn oomm bbrree ssuu ffffii ssaa nn tt dd ee
vvééhh ii ccuu ll eess (( 33 77 55 cchh aa rrss ll oouu rrdd ss eett 11 55 00 00 cchh aa rrss ll éégg eerrss )) .. AA cceett eeffffeett,,
ll ee 22 99 nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, ll ee qq uu aa rrttii eerr gg éénn éérraa ll aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ccoonn ffii ee aa uu
ccaa ppii ttaa ii nn ee PPaa ttttoonn ll ee ssooii nn dd ’’oorrgg aa nn ii sseerr ll ee sseerrvvii ccee dd eess ttaa nn kkss ll éégg eerrss ..

AAffii nn dd ’’ééttuu dd ii eerr ll ee mm aa ttéérrii eell ,, ll ee ccaa ppii ttaa ii nn ee PPaa ttttoonn eett ll ee ll ii eeuu tteenn aa nn tt
BB rraa ii nn ee ppaa rrttii cc ii ppeenn tt aa uu xx ooppéérraa ttii oonn ss dd eess cchh aa rrss ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss ssuu rr ll ee
ffrroonn tt.. EEnn tthh oouu ss ii aa ssmm ééss ppaa rr ll eess cchh aa rrss RReenn aa uu ll tt,, ll eess dd eeuu xx hh oomm mm eess
ccoonn sseeii ll ll eenn tt àà ll eeuu rr hh ii éérraa rrcchh ii ee dd ’’eenn ffaa bbrrii qq uu eerr uu nn mm oodd èèll ee
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ppoouu rr ll eess bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn ss dd ee cchh aa rrss ll éégg eerrss ..

PPaa ttttoonn vvii ss ii ttee éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt eenn ttrree ll ee 11 88 nn oovveemm bbrree eett ll ee 11 ee rr

dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, ll ee cceenn ttrree dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss dd eess ttaa nn kkss àà
CChh aa mm ppll ii eeuu .. DDèèss ll ee 11 22 dd éécceemm bbrree,, ll ee pprroogg rraa mm mm ee dd ee ssoonn ééccooll ee
dd ee cchh aa rrss ll éégg eerrss eesstt dd éétteerrmm ii nn éé.. LL’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt dd eess hh oomm mm eess ssee
ccoonn cceenn ttrree ssuu rr ll aa dd ii ssccii ppll ii nn ee,, ll ee sseenn ss dd uu dd eevvooii rr eett ll ’’eesspprrii tt dd ee
ccoorrppss .. LL’’ééccooll ee dd éévveell ooppppee uu nn ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn dd eessttii nn ééee àà mm eettttrree ll eess
cchh aa rrss aa uu sseerrvvii ccee dd ee ll ’’aa vvaa nn ccééee dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee..

LLee 11 88 dd éécceemm bbrree,, PPaa ttttoonn aa rrrrii vvee àà LLaa nn gg rreess ,, cceenn ttrree dd eess ééccooll eess
dd ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eess ,, eenn ccoomm ppaa gg nn ii ee dd uu ll ii eeuu tteenn aa nn tt BB rraa ii nn ee.. LLeess
dd eeuu xx hh oomm mm eess ssee mm eetttteenn tt eenn qq uu êêttee dd ’’uu nn tteerrrraa ii nn
dd ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt eett dd ee ll ooccaa uu xx ppoouu vvaa nn tt aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ii rr ll ’’ééccooll ee.. II ll ss
cchh ooii ss ii sssseenn tt dd ee ss ’’ ii nn ssttaa ll ll eerr àà BB oouu rrgg ,, ccoomm mm uu nn ee ss ii ttuu ééee àà 88 kkmm aa uu
ssuu dd dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess .. LLee tteerrrraa ii nn eesstt ss ii ttuu éé àà pprrooxxii mm ii ttéé dd ee dd eeuu xx rroouu tteess
eett dd ’’uu nn ee ll ii gg nn ee dd ee cchh eemm ii nn dd ee ffeerr.. DDee ppll uu ss ,, ll ee ccaa nn ttoonn nn eemm eenn tt
dd eess hh oomm mm eess ppeeuu tt ssee ffaa ii rree àà BB oouu rrgg mm aa ii ss aa uu ssss ii dd aa nn ss ll eess vvii ll ll aa gg eess
dd ee BB rreenn nn eess eett SS aa ii nn ttss --GG eeoossmm eess ,, vvooii rree àà LLaa nn gg rreess .. AApprrèèss dd eess
ttrraa ccttaa ttii oonn ss hh oouu ll eeuu sseess ,, ll ’’aa rrmm ééee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee ccèèdd ee ffii nn aa ll eemm eenn tt
dd eevvaa nn tt ll ’’ ii nn ss ii ssttaa nn ccee dd ee PPaa ttttoonn eett mm eett ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn àà dd ii ssppooss ii ttii oonn dd ee
ll ’’ééccooll ee..

LLeess pprreemm ii eerrss ooffffii cc ii eerrss aa rrrrii vveenn tt ll ee 88 jj aa nn vvii eerr ppoouu rr ssuu ii vvrree ll eess ccoouu rrss
eett,, eenn aa tttteenn dd aa nn tt ll ’’aa rrrrii vvééee dd eess pprreemm ii eerrss cchh aa rrss dd eessttii nn ééss aa uu xx
eexxeerrccii cceess ,, ii ll ss ssee ffoorrmm eenn tt dd aa nn ss ll eess dd ii fffféérreenn tteess ééccooll eess dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..
UU nn dd eeuu xxii èèmm ee gg rroouu ppee dd ’’ooffffii cc ii eerrss aa rrrrii vvee ll ee 11 88 jj aa nn vvii eerr eett
ss ’’eenn gg aa gg ee dd aa nn ss ll ee mm êêmm ee ccuu rrssuu ss ..

LLeess ffuu ttuu rrss «« ttaa nn kkii sstteess »» ppaa rrttii cc ii ppeenn tt aa uu xx ccoouu rrss dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee
dd ’’AArrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess eett dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee SS ppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd ee
ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee ;; ii ll ss ffrrééqq uu eenn tteenn tt éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt ll eess bbaa nn ccss dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee
LLii gg nn ee,, dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd uu GG éénn ii ee (( ccaa mm oouu ffll aa gg ee,, pphh oottooss aa éérrii eenn nn eess )) eett
dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eess GG aa zz.. LLaa ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn mm ééccaa nn ii qq uu ee eesstt dd ii ssppeenn ssééee ssuu rr
uu nn mm ootteeuu rr dd ee ccaa mm ii oonn AAttll aa ss ..

AArrmmyy TTaannkk SScchhooooll
LLaa ll ii vvrraa ii ssoonn dd eess cchh aa rrss eesstt ssaa nn ss cceessssee rreettaa rrdd ééee eett ll ’’aa tttteenn ttee
dd eevvii eenn tt dd ee ppll uu ss eenn ppll uu ss ii nn ssuu ppppoorrttaa bbll ee ppoouu rr PPaa ttttoonn .. EExxccéédd éé,, ii ll
ssee ll aa ii ssssee eemm ppoorrtteerr àà ll aa mm ooii nn dd rree ccoonn ttrraa rrii ééttéé.. II ll eenn vvii eenn tt pprreessqq uu ee
aa uu xx mm aa ii nn ss aa vveecc uu nn ooffffii cc ii eerr dd ee rréésseerrvvee qq uu ii ll ee ssaa ll uu ee aa vveecc uu nn ee
mm aa ii nn dd aa nn ss ll aa ppoocchh ee.. II nn ttrraa nn ss ii gg eeaa nn tt ssuu rr ll aa dd ii ssccii ppll ii nn ee,, ii ll rréédd ii gg ee àà
cceettttee ééppooqq uu ee uu nn rrèègg ll eemm eenn tt ttrrèèss ssttrrii cctt ppoouu rr ll eess ééll èèvveess dd ee
ll ’’ééccooll ee..

AApprrèèss 44 mm ooii ss dd ’’uu nn ee ll oonn gg uu ee aa tttteenn ttee,, ll eess 11 00 pprreemm ii eerrss cchh aa rrss ssoonn tt
ll ii vvrrééss ppaa rr ll eess ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss ll ee 22 33 mm aa rrss 11 99 11 88 .. PPaa ttttoonn ,, qq uu ii eesstt ll ee sseeuu ll àà
aa vvooii rr ppii ll oottéé uu nn ttaa nn kk,, ppaa rrttii cc ii ppee ppeerrssoonn nn eell ll eemm eenn tt aa uu
dd éécchh aa rrgg eemm eenn tt.. LLeess eexxeerrccii cceess dd ee tteerrrraa ii nn ppeeuu vveenn tt aa ll oorrss
ccoomm mm eenn cceerr.. AA ll aa mm ii --aa vvrrii ll ,, dd eess eexxeerrccii cceess dd ee ss ii mm uu ll aa ttii oonn ssuu rr
cchh aa mm pp dd ee bbaa ttaa ii ll ll ee ssoonn tt mm ii ss eenn ppll aa ccee ssoouu ss ll ee ccoomm mm aa nn dd eemm eenn tt
dd ee PPaa ttttoonn .. LLee 22 22 aa vvrrii ll ,, ii ll oorrgg aa nn ii ssee uu nn ee dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn àà
dd eessttii nn aa ttii oonn dd eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’EEttaa tt--mm aa jj oorr aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee.. EEnn
ppll uu ss dd eess cchh aa rrss ,, dd eess hh oomm mm eess dd ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee ii ssssuu ss dd eess ééccooll eess dd ee
LLaa nn gg rreess eett dd eeuu xx bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn ss dd ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee ppaa rrttii cc ii ppeenn tt àà cceettttee
ooppéérraa ttii oonn dd ee ccoomm mm uu nn ii ccaa ttii oonn gg rraa nn dd eeuu rr nn aa ttuu rree.. PPaa ttttoonn
ssoouu hh aa ii ttee aa ii nn ss ii pprroomm oouu vvooii rr ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ttéé dd eess ttaa nn kkss dd aa nn ss ll eess ffuu ttuu rreess
bbaa ttaa ii ll ll eess ..

PPoouu rr vvaa ll oorrii sseerr ll ’’aa rrmm ee dd eess ttaa nn kkss ,, ii ll ssoouu hh aa ii ttee rrééaa ll ii sseerr uu nn ii nn ss ii gg nn ee
dd ’’ééppaa uu ll ee ssppééccii ffii qq uu ee ppoouu rr sseess hh oomm mm eess .. II ll ccoonn ffii ee cceettttee mm ii ssss ii oonn àà
uu nn gg rroouu ppee dd ’’ooffffii cc ii eerrss ,, ll eeuu rr dd oonn nn aa nn tt ppoouu rr sseeuu ll ee ccoonn ss ii gg nn ee dd ee
ffaa ii rree aa ppppaa rraa îîttrree ll eess ppaa rrttii ccuu ll aa rrii ttééss dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ee dd eess ttaa nn kkss :: ll aa
ppuu ii ssssaa nn ccee dd ee ffeeuu dd ee ll ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee,, ll aa mm oobbii ll ii ttéé dd ee ll aa ccaa vvaa ll eerrii ee eett ll aa
ccaa ppaa ccii ttéé àà tteenn ii rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee.. LLeess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd eessss ii nn eenn tt
uu nn ttrrii aa nn gg ll ee dd ii vvii sséé eenn 33 ccoomm ppaa rrttii mm eenn ttss dd ee ccoouu ll eeuu rrss dd ii fffféérreenn tteess ;;
ll aa pprrooppooss ii ttii oonn eesstt aa pppprroouu vvééee ppaa rr PPaa ttttoonn .. DDaa nn ss ll aa ffoouu ll ééee,, 33 00 00
ii nn ss ii gg nn eess ssoonn tt ccoouu ssuu ss ppaa rr uu nn ccoouu ttuu rrii eerr ll aa nn gg rrooii ss ..

AAuu mm ooii ss dd ee mm aa ii ,, 11 55 ttaa nn kkss ssuu ppppll éémm eenn ttaa ii rreess aa rrrrii vveenn tt àà BB oouu rrgg ..
CCeell aa ppaa rraa îîtt bbii eenn ppeeuu ppoouu rr eenn ttrraa îînn eerr ll eess dd eeuu xx bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn ss eenn
ppll aa ccee (( 33 22 66 tthh eett 33 22 77 tthh TTaa nn kk BB aa ttaa ll ll ii oonn ss ccoonn ssttii ttuu aa nn tt ll aa 33 00 44 tthh TTaa nn kk
BB rrii gg aa dd ee)) .. PPaa ttttoonn ccoomm mm eenn ccee àà dd éésseessppéérreerr dd ee ppoouu vvooii rr
ppaa rrttii cc ii ppeerr àà uu nn ccoomm bbaa tt aa vvaa nn tt ll aa ffii nn dd ee ll aa gg uu eerrrree.. CCeettttee
ii nn aa ccttii vvii ttéé,, ll ii ééee aa uu mm aa nn qq uu ee dd ee mm aa ttéérrii eell ,, aa ffffeeccttee éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt ll ee
mm oorraa ll dd ee sseess hh oomm mm eess ..

LLee 22 00 aa ooûû tt,, PPaa ttttoonn rreeççooii tt eenn ffii nn ll ’’oorrdd rree ttaa nn tt aa tttteenn dd uu .. II ll vvaa
ppoouu vvooii rr mm eenn eerr sseess hh oomm mm eess aa uu ccoomm bbaa tt eett ppaa ssssee ll ee rreell aa ii ss aa uu
ccaa ppii ttaa ii nn ee VVii nn eerr àà ll aa ttêêttee dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee.. AAuu dd éébbuu tt dd uu mm ooii ss dd ee
sseepptteemm bbrree,, eenn pprréévvii ss ii oonn dd ee ll aa bbaa ttaa ii ll ll ee dd ee SS aa ii nn tt--MM ii hh ii eell ,, ll aa
FFrraa nn ccee ll ii vvrree 22 66 77 cchh aa rrss RReenn aa uu ll tt ppoouu rr ééqq uu ii ppeerr ll eess 22 bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn ss ,,
ttaa nn dd ii ss qq uu ee ll ’’AAnn gg ll eetteerrrree ffoouu rrnn ii 4477 cchh aa rrss MM aa rrkkss VV ppoouu rr uu nn
bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn dd ee cchh aa rrss ll oouu rrdd ss ..

II ll ffaa uu tt aa tttteenn dd rree ll ee 22 00 nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 ppoouu rr qq uu ee ll eess dd eeuu xx
pprreemm ii eerrss cchh aa rrss RReenn aa uu ll tt ffaa bbrrii qq uu ééss aa uu xx EEttaa ttss --UU nn ii ss aa rrrrii vveenn tt eenn
FFrraa nn ccee.. HH uu ii tt vvééhh ii ccuu ll eess ssuu ppppll éémm eenn ttaa ii rreess ttrraa vveerrsseenn tt ll ’’AAttll aa nn ttii qq uu ee
aa uu mm ooii ss dd ee dd éécceemm bbrree eett ssoonn tt éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt ll ii vvrrééss àà ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee
BB oouu rrgg .. SS uu rr ll eess 444400 00 uu nn ii ttééss pprroomm ii sseess ppaa rr ll eess uu ss ii nn eess
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eess ,, cceess 11 00 cchh aa rrss ssoonn tt ll eess sseeuu ll ss àà êêttrree aa rrrrii vvééss eenn
FFrraa nn ccee……
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Army Tank School
Under the leadership of George S. Patton, the US Tank
School had the job of training future crewmen for the first
US light tank unit.

On arriving in France, the Americans displayed a special
interest in tanks, a weapon that was developing fast. In
September 1 91 7, the American army planned to form five
heavy tank battalions and twenty light tank battalions. It
had to arm itself with enough vehicles to do so (some 375
heavy tanks and 1 500 light tanks) . On November 29,
1 91 7, the US headquarters assigned Captain Patton the
task of establishing the light tank corps.

To learn more about the equipment, Captain Patton and
Lieutenant Braine observed French tank operations along
the front. Enthused by the Renault tanks, the two men
advised their superiors to have an American model made
for the light tank battalions.

Between November 1 8 and December 1 , 1 91 7, Patton
also visited the French tank training school at Champlieu.
The training programme for the US Tank School was
determined from December 1 2. The men’s training would
concentrate on discipline, sense of duty and esprit de
corps; training intended to mobilize the tanks for
advancement of the infantry.

On December 1 8, Patton arrived in Langres, the centre for
the American army schools, accompanied by Lieutenant
Braine. The two men went in search of a training ground
and buildings for the school. They settled on Bourg, a
commune 8 km south of Langres. The training ground
was located in proximity to two roads and a railway line.
The men could be stationed in Bourg, but also in the
villages of Brennes and Saint-Geosmes, or even in Langres.
After heated negotiations, the French army eventually
ceded to Patton’s insistences and allowed the land to be
used for the school.

The first officers arrived for the training programme on
January 8 and, as the first tanks for the exercises had not
yet arrived, they were given training at the other schools
in Langres. A second group of officers arrived on January
1 8 and were given the same treatment.

The future tank drivers attended training at the Automatic
Weapons School and the Infantry Specialists School. They
also sat in on classes at the School of the Line, the
Engineer School (camouflage, aerial photographs) and the
Gas School. Mechanical training was given using an Atlas
truck engine.

Delivery of the tanks was endlessly postponed and the
wait became increasingly unbearable for Patton.
Infuriated, he would lose his temper at the smallest
annoyance and nearly came to blows with a reserve
officer who greeted him with one hand in his pocket.
Adamant about discipline, he used this time to write up
strict rules for the school’s students.

After a long four-month wait, the French delivered the first
ten tanks on March 23. Patton, the only one with
experience driving a tank, helped to unload them himself.
At last, the training exercises could begin. In mid-April,
battlefield simulation exercises were established under
Patton’s command. On April 22, he organised a
demonstration for the officers at the US General Staff
College. Along with the tanks, infantrymen from the
schools at Langres and two artillery battalions took part in
this full-scale communications operation to promote the
utility of the tanks in future battles.

To valorise the tanks further, he decided on making special
shoulder badge for his men. He assigned this mission to a
group of officers, with the sole instruction of displaying the
particularities of the weapon: powerful artillery fire,
mobility, and the ability to hold the ground of the infantry.
The officers designed a triangle split into three different-
coloured sections, and Patton approved. A seamstress in
Langres quickly made three hundred badges.

In May, fifteen more tanks arrived in Bourg. This appeared
to be far too few to train the two battalions on site (326th

and 327 th Tank battalions, comprising the 304th Tank
brigade) , and Patton started to lose hope of being able to
join the combat before the end of the war. This inactivity,
due to the shortage of equipment, also affected the moral
of his men.

On August 20, Patton at last received the order he had
been waiting for. He was to lead his men into combat and
hand over the school’s leadership to Captain Viner. In early
September, in provision for the Battle of Saint-Mihiel,
France delivered 267 Renault tanks to equip the two
battalions, and England provided 47 Mark V tanks for a US
heavy tank battalion.

It was not until November 20, 1 91 8 that the first two
Renault tanks made in the United States arrived in France.
Eight more vehicles crossed the Atlantic in December and
were also delivered to the school in Bourg. Of the 4400
units promised by the American factories, these ten tanks
were the only ones to arrive in France.

Tank Corps School. Near Langres, France. 1 5/07/1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA.

Field machine shop at Tank School.

ECOLE DE CHARS. A PROXIMITÉ DE LANGRES.
ATELIER DE RÉPARATIONS SUR LE TERRAIN DE L'ÉCOLE DE CHARS.

TTaannkk CCoorrppss SScchhooooll .. NN eeaa rr LLaa nn gg rreess ,, FFrraa nn ccee.. 11 55 //00 77 //11 99 11 88 ..
SS ii gg nn aa ll CCoorrppss .. NN aa ttii oonn aa ll AArrcchh ii vveess UU SS AA..
LLtt.. CCooll .. GG eeoorrgg eess SS .. PPaa ttttoonn ,, JJ rr.. ,, ii nn ccoomm mm aa nn dd ooff tthh ee FFii rrsstt TTaa nn kk CCeenn tteerr ii nn FFrraa nn ccee..

LL II EE UU TTEE NN AANN TT CC OO LLOO NN EE LL GG EE OO RR GG EE SS SS .. PPAATTTTOO NN JJ UU NN II OO RR ,, CC OO MM MM AANN DD AANN TT DD UU PPRR EE MM II EE RR CC EE NN TTRR EE

AAMM ÉÉ RR II CC AAII NN DD EE SS CC HH AARR SS EE NN FFRR AANN CC EE ..

Tank Corps School. Near Langres, France. 1 5/07/1 91 8.
Signal Corps. National Archives USA

Dummy tanks used for instruction in machine gun firing.

CHARS D'ENTRAÎNEMENT UTILISÉS POUR L'INSTRUCTION À L'UTILISATION DES MITRAILLEUSES.
Le soldat à l'arrière saute sur le chassis à bascule pour reproduire les secousses

ressenties dans un char.



AArrmmyy SSiiggnnaall SScchhooooll
SS oouu ss ll ’’aa uu ttoorrii ttéé dd uu ccooll oonn eell CCaa rrll FF.. HH aa rrttmm aa nn nn ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eess
TTrraa nn ssmm ii ssss ii oonn ss oouu vvrree ll ee 11 ee rr dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 àà ll aa ccii ttaa dd eell ll ee eett
aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ee uu nn ee ccll aa ssssee dd ee ssppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd uu rreenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt rraa dd ii oo..
DDeeuu xx aa uu ttrreess ccll aa sssseess ll aa ccoomm ppll èètteenn tt àà ppaa rrttii rr dd uu 77 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 88 ..

LL’’ééccooll ee ffoorrmm ee ll eess ooppéérraa tteeuu rrss rraa dd ii oo,, aa ii nn ss ii qq uu ee ll eess ssppééccii aa ll ii sstteess
gg eerrmm aa nn oopphh oonn eess dd uu rreenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt.. CCeess ccoouu rrss ss ’’aa dd rreesssseenn tt àà
dd eess ooppéérraa tteeuu rrss dd uu ttééll éégg rraa pphh ee dd eessttii nn ééss àà dd eevveenn ii rr ooppéérraa tteeuu rr
rraa dd ii oo,, oouu àà dd eess ssooll dd aa ttss ppaa rrll aa nn tt aa ll ll eemm aa nn dd mm aa ii ss ssaa nn ss aa uu ccuu nn ee
ccoonn nn aa ii ssssaa nn ccee dd uu ccoodd ee ccoonn ttii nn eenn ttaa ll eenn mm oorrssee.. SS ii xx ccll aa sssseess
ccoonn ssééccuu ttii vveess ssuu ii vveenn tt cceettttee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ..

LL’’uu nn ee dd eess ssppééccii aa ll ii ttééss eenn sseeii gg nn ééeess ccoonn cceerrnn ee ll eess uu nn ii ttééss mm oobbii ll eess ..
LLeess ééll èèvveess qq uu ii ssee ssuu ccccèèdd eenn tt dd aa nn ss ll eess 77 sseessss ii oonn ss ssoonn tt ffoorrmm ééss aa uu
mm aa ttéérrii eell dd ee ccoomm mm uu nn ii ccaa ttii oonn uu ttii ll ii sséé ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt.. LLeess ssooll dd aa ttss
aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss dd ooii vveenn tt eenn eeffffeett ssee ffaa mm ii ll ii aa rrii sseerr aa vveecc ll eess aa ppppaa rreeii ll ss
mm oodd eerrnn eess qq uu ii pprroovvii eenn nn eenn tt dd eess ssttoocckkss dd eess aa rrmm ééeess ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee eett
bbrrii ttaa nn nn ii qq uu ee..

EEnn ffii nn ,, uu nn ee sseeccttii oonn ssppééccii ffii qq uu ee eesstt eenn cchh aa rrgg ee dd ee ffoorrmm eerr ll eess
aa ssppii rraa nn ttss ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ee ttrraa nn ssmm ii ssss ii oonn ..

EEnn dd eehh oorrss dd ee cceess ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ss ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ii ssppeenn ssee éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt dd eess
ccoouu rrss ssppééccii aa uu xx dd eessttii nn ééss ppaa rr eexxeemm ppll ee àà dd eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee
dd ee ll ’’aa ii rr oouu àà dd eess hh oomm mm eess dd uu GG éénn ii ee..

LLee 22 44 mm aa rrss 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee mm eett eenn ppll aa ccee uu nn ee sseeccttii oonn
mm ééttééoorrooll oogg ii qq uu ee,, ttrraa nn ssfféérrééee eenn ssuu ii ttee àà CCooll oomm bbeeyy--ll eess --BB eell ll eess ll ee 44
aa ooûû tt..

EEnn ffii nn ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eess TTrraa nn ssmm ii ssss ii oonn ss gg èèrree aa dd mm ii nn ii ssttrraa ttii vveemm eenn tt ll ee
sseerrvvii ccee ccooll oomm bboopphh ii ll ee ii nn ssttaa ll ll éé dd aa nn ss ll ee ffoorrtt dd ee LLaa BB oonn nn eell ll ee.. II ll ssee
ccoomm ppoossee dd ee 99 ooffffii cc ii eerrss eett 33 22 44 ssooll dd aa ttss ii ssssuu ss dd uu mm ii ll ii eeuu dd ee
ll ’’ééll eevvaa gg ee aa vvii ccooll ee dd aa nn ss ll ee ccii vvii ll ..

LLee 22 66 jj uu ii nn ,, ll ee ccooll oonn eell WW.. HH .. MM cc CCoorrnn aa cckk dd eevvii eenn tt dd ii rreecctteeuu rr dd ee
ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess .. EEll ll ee ffeerrmm ee sseess ppoorrtteess ll ee 33 11 jj aa nn vvii eerr 11 99 11 99
aa pprrèèss aa vvooii rr ffoorrmm éé 22 33 99 ooffffii cc ii eerrss ,, 55 11 55 aa ssppii rraa nn ttss eett 77 11 88 ssooll dd aa ttss
dd aa nn ss dd ii fffféérreenn ttss dd oomm aa ii nn eess ..

AArrmmyy AAnnttiiaa iirrccrraafftt SScchhooooll
AA ll eeuu rr aa rrrrii vvééee eenn FFrraa nn ccee,, ll eess EEttaa ttss --UU nn ii ss pprreenn nn eenn tt ccoonn ssccii eenn ccee
dd ee ll aa nn éécceessss ii ttéé dd ee mm eettttrree eenn ppll aa ccee uu nn ee sseeccttii oonn ssppééccii aa ll ii ssééee
dd aa nn ss ll ’’aa rrmm eemm eenn tt aa nn ttii --aa éérrii eenn .. LLee 22 66 sseepptteemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, 22 55
ooffffii cc ii eerrss ssoonn tt eenn vvooyyééss ppoouu rr ssuu ii vvrree ll eess ccoouu rrss dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee
àà AArrnn oouu vvii ll ll ee--ll eess --GG oonn eessssee.. II ll ss dd eevvii eenn dd rroonn tt ll eess pprreemm ii eerrss
ii nn ssttrruu cctteeuu rrss dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee.. LLee 11 ee rr nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ,,
ll ’’ééccooll ee eesstt ii nn ssttaa ll ll ééee àà LLaa nn gg rreess ssoouu ss ll aa dd ii rreeccttii oonn dd uu gg éénn éérraa ll
SS hh ii ppttoonn ..

LLee 11 22 nn oovveemm bbrree,, ll eess pprreemm ii eerrss ééll èèvveess ii ssssuu ss dd ee ll aa bbaa tttteerrii ee AA dd uu
11 ee rr BB aa ttaa ii ll ll oonn aa nn ttii --aa éérrii eenn eett dd ee ll aa 11 èè rree bbaa tttteerrii ee aa nn ttii --aa éérrii eenn nn ee
aa rrrrii vveenn tt àà LLaa nn gg rreess ppoouu rr ssuu ii vvrree ll eess ccoouu rrss dd ee ll aa sseeccttii oonn aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee
dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee.. II ll ss ssoonn tt ssuu ii vvii ss ,, ll ee 11 ee rr dd éécceemm bbrree,, ppaa rr ll eess 22 ee ,, 33 ee eett 44 ee

bbaa tttteerrii eess aa nn ttii --aa éérrii eenn nn eess .. AAuu mm ii ll ii eeuu dd uu mm ooii ss dd ee dd éécceemm bbrree,,
ll ’’ééccooll ee rreeççooii tt dd eeuu xx aa uu ttoo--ccaa nn oonn ss ffrraa nn ççaa ii sseess ppoouu rr ll ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt
dd eess ttrroouu ppeess .. FFaa ccee àà ll ’’ ii nn ssuu ffffii ssaa nn ccee dd ee mm aa ttéérrii eell ,, uu nn ee ppaa rrttii ee dd eess
ééll èèvveess eesstt eenn vvooyyééee àà AArrnn oouu vvii ll ll ee eett uu nn ee aa uu ttrree àà CChh aa uu mm oonn tt..
SS eeuu ll ee ll aa bbaa tttteerrii ee AA dd uu 11 ee rr bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn aa nn ttii --aa éérrii eenn rreessttee àà LLaa nn gg rreess ..

AArrmmyy SSiiggnnaall SScchhoooollss
LLee 22 dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 ,, ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd ee mm ii ttrraa ii ll ll eeuu sseess dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee
AAnn ttii --aa éérrii eenn nn ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess eesstt oorrgg aa nn ii ssééee ppaa rr ll ee mm aa jj oorr WWii ll ll ii aa mm FF..
LL.. SS ii mm ppssoonn .. DDééccéédd éé aa uu mm ooii ss dd ee fféévvrrii eerr,, ii ll eesstt rreemm ppll aa ccéé ppaa rr ll ee
mm aa jj oorr AAnn dd rreeww BB .. DDrruu mm .. DD’’aa bboorrdd ii nn ssttaa ll ll ééee dd aa nn ss ll aa ccaa sseerrnn ee
GG aa ll ll aa nn dd ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee eesstt dd ééppll aa ccééee àà PPeerrrraa nn cceeyy aa pprrèèss ll ’’aa rrrrii vvééee dd uu
pprreemm ii eerr bbaa ttaa ii ll ll oonn dd ee mm ii ttrraa ii ll ll eeuu sseess aa nn ttii --aa éérrii eenn nn eess ll ee 11 99 mm aa ii
11 99 11 88 ..

QQ uu eell qq uu eess jj oouu rrss ppll uu ss ttôôtt,, ll ee 11 22 mm aa ii ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee oobbttii eenn tt ll aa jj oouu ii ssssaa nn ccee
dd ’’uu nn tteerrrraa ii nn ss ii ttuu éé àà CCoouu rrcceell ll eess --eenn --MM oonn ttaa gg nn ee ppoouu rr ll eess
eexxeerrccii cceess .. AAuu ssss ii ttôôtt,, ll eess ttrroouu ppeess pprrooccèèdd eenn tt àà dd eess
aa mm éénn aa gg eemm eenn ttss :: ll eess ppooss ii ttii oonn ss dd ee ttii rrss ssoonn tt ii nn ssttaa ll ll ééeess dd aa nn ss ll eess
rraa vvii nn ss eett ll eess ccii bbll eess ssuu rr ll eess hh aa uu tteeuu rrss dd uu ppll aa tteeaa uu .. PPoouu rr ss ii mm uu ll eerr
uu nn ee ccii bbll ee mm oouu vvaa nn ttee,, cceell ll ee--cc ii eesstt ffii xxééee dd eerrrrii èèrree uu nn ee mm oottoo
rroouu ll aa nn tt àà gg rraa nn dd ee aa ll ll uu rree.. LLee ccoonn dd uu cctteeuu rr eesstt pprroottéégg éé ppaa rr uu nn
mm uu rr ccoonn ssttrruu ii tt àà hh aa uu tteeuu rr dd ’’hh oomm mm ee ssuu rr ttoouu ttee ll aa ll oonn gg uu eeuu rr dd ee ll aa
ppii ssttee eemm pprruu nn ttééee ppaa rr ll ee vvééhh ii ccuu ll ee.. LL’’ ii nn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ee 66 sseemm aa ii nn eess
ppeerrmm eett nn oottaa mm mm eenn tt dd ’’aa bboorrdd eerr ll eess aa ssppeeccttss tteecchh nn ii qq uu eess ll ii ééss àà
ll ’’aa rrmm eemm eenn tt,, mm aa ii ss aa uu ssss ii ll ee ttii rr dd ee nn uu ii tt.. CCeell uu ii --cc ii eesstt pprraa ttii qq uu éé eenn
ccooooppéérraa ttii oonn aa vveecc ll aa sseeccttii oonn dd eess pprroojj eecctteeuu rrss ,, aa bbssoorrbbééee ppaa rr
ll ’’ééccooll ee ll ee 11 00 jj uu ii nn 11 99 11 88 .. LLeess ttii rrss dd ee nn uu ii tt oonn tt ll ii eeuu ttoouu ss ll eess jj eeuu dd ii ss
ssooii rrss .. AA ll aa ffii nn dd ee ll ’’aa nn nn ééee 11 99 11 88 ,, 33 22 00 00 hh oomm mm eess ssuu ii vveenn tt ll eess ccoouu rrss
dd ee cceettttee sseeccttii oonn .. II ll ss ssoonn tt ccaa nn ttoonn nn ééss dd aa nn ss ll eess vvii ll ll aa gg eess dd ee
NN ooii dd aa nn tt--ll ee--RRoocchh eeuu xx,, BB eeaa uu cchh eemm ii nn ,, PPeerrrroogg nn eeyy eett VVii eeuu xx--
MM oouu ll ii nn ss ..

LLaa sseeccttii oonn dd eess pprroojj eecctteeuu rrss ,, dd ’’aa bboorrdd ssoouu ss ll ’’éégg ii dd ee dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd uu
GG éénn ii ee,, rreejj ooii nn tt pphh yyss ii qq uu eemm eenn tt ll ’’ééccooll ee aa nn ttii aa éérrii eenn nn ee ll ee 22 99 jj uu ii nn
11 99 11 88 .. EEll ll ee eesstt ii nn ssttaa ll ll ééee àà CChh aa mm ppii gg nn yy--ll eess--LLaa nn gg rreess eett dd ii ssppeenn ssee
uu nn ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn dd ’’uu nn ee dd uu rrééee dd ee 66 sseemm aa ii nn eess .. CCeettttee sseeccttii oonn
ffoorrmm ee,, jj uu ssqq uu ’’àà ll aa ffii nn dd ee ll ’’aa nn nn ééee 11 99 11 88 ,, 4455 ooffffii cc ii eerrss eett 11 55 33 00
ssooll dd aa ttss ii ssssuu ss dd uu 55 66 ee rréégg ii mm eenn tt dd uu GG éénn ii ee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn .. CCeerrttaa ii nn ss
ssuu jj eettss aa bboorrdd ééss ssoonn tt ccoomm mm uu nn ss aa vveecc ll ’’ééccooll ee dd uu GG éénn ii ee ::
ccaa mm oouu ffll aa gg ee,, ll ooccaa ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd uu ssoonn ,, mm aa ttéérrii eell dd ee ttrraa nn ssmm ii ssss ii oonn ,,
ccrrooqq uu ii ss ppaa nn oorraa mm ii qq uu eess ,, ccoonn ssttrruu ccttii oonn dd ’’aa bbrrii ss ..

DDeeppuu ii ss ssaa ccrrééaa ttii oonn jj uu ssqq uu ’’aa uu 11 11 nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee AAnn ttii --
aa éérrii eenn nn ee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee aa ffoorrmm éé eenn vvii rroonn 55 77 88 ooffffii cc ii eerrss eett 11 22 00 00 00
hh oomm mm eess dd ee ttrroouu ppee aa vveecc uu nn ppeerrssoonn nn eell eenn sseeii gg nn aa nn tt ccoomm ppoosséé
dd ee 77 11 ooffffii cc ii eerrss .. LLeess hh oomm mm eess ffoorrmm ééss ppaa rr ll ’’ééccooll ee sseerrvveenn tt aa vveecc
ll ’’aa rrmm ééee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee,, mm aa ii ss aa uu ssss ii ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrrii ttooii rree ooccccuu ppéé ppaa rr
ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee.. AAii nn ss ii ,, aa pprrèèss aa vvooii rr dd ééffii nn ii uu nn ee ll ii ssttee dd ee ccii bbll eess
ppootteenn ttii eell ll eess ,, ll ee ccoomm mm aa nn dd eemm eenn tt aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn aa ffffeeccttee ll eess uu nn ii ttééss
dd ee dd ééffeenn ssee aa nn ttii --aa éérrii eenn nn ee dd aa nn ss uu nn vvaa ssttee sseecctteeuu rr ccoomm pprreenn aa nn tt
nn oottaa mm mm eenn tt ll ee GG rraa nn dd qq uu aa rrttii eerr gg éénn éérraa ll aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn àà CChh aa uu mm oonn tt,,
eett,, àà LLaa nn gg rreess ,, ll eess ééccooll eess dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee,, ll ’’hh ôôppii ttaa ll aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eett ll ee
ppaa rrcc dd ’’eenn ttrreettii eenn dd eess vvééhh ii ccuu ll eess ..
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Army Signal School
Under the leadership of Colonel Carl F. Hartmann, the
Signal School opened in the citadel on December 1 , 1 91 7,
and welcomed a class of radio intelligence specialists. Two
other classes joined it on January 7, 1 91 8.

The school trained radio operators as well as German-
speaking intelligence specialists. The training programmes
were for telegraph operators who were to become radio
operators, or German-speaking soldiers with no
knowledge of continental Morse Code. Six consecutive
classes attended this training programme.

One of the specialities taught was on mobile units.
Students of seven successive sessions were given training
on the communications equipment used on the front. The
American soldiers had to get familiar with the modern
devices that came from the French and British army stores.
A special department was charged with the training of
signal officer candidates. The school also had special
programmes, for example for officers in the air force or
men in Engineers.

On March 24, 1 91 8, the school established a
meteorological department that was transferred to
Colombey-les-Belles on August 4.

The Signal School administratively managed the pigeon
corps, which was established in fort de La Bonnelle. It was
made up of 9 officers and 324 soldiers who had worked in
poultry farming before joining the army.

On June 26, Colonel W. H. McCornack became director of
the school in Langres. It closed on January 31 , 1 91 9 after
training 239 officers, 51 5 officer candidates and 71 8
soldiers in different domains.

Army Anti-aircraft School
On their arrival in France, the Americans realised they had
to establish a corps specialised in anti-aircraft armament.
On September 26, 1 91 7, 25 officers were sent to attend
the training programme at the French school in
Arnouville-les-Gonesse. They were to become the first
instructors at the American school that was established in
Langres on November 1 , 1 91 7, under the leadership of
General Shipton.

On November 1 2, the first students from battery A of the
1 st Anti-aircraft battalion and the 1 st Anti-aircraft battery
arrived in Langres to attend the school’s artillery training
programme. They were followed, on December 1 , by the
2nd, 3rd and 4th Anti-aircraft batteries. In mid-December, the
school received two French auto-canons to drill the troops.
Faced with insufficient equipment, some of the students
were sent to Arnouville and some to Chaumont. Only
battery A of the 1 st anti-aircraft battalion stayed in Langres.

On December 2, 1 91 7, Major William F. L. Simpson
established the machinegun section of the Langres Anti-
aircraft School. He died in February and was replaced by
Major Andrew B. Drum. First located in the Galland
barracks, the school was moved to Perrancey after the 1 st

Machinegun Anti-aircraft battalion arrived on May 1 9,
1 91 8.

A few days earlier, on May 1 2, the school obtained the use
of a training ground at Courcelles-en-Montagne for
exercises. The troops immediately began work on facilities:
establishing firing positions in the ravines and targets on
the heights of the plateau. To simulate a moving target, a
target was fixed behind a motorbike driving at top speed.
The driver was protected by a head-height wall built all
along the vehicle’s path. The six-week training programme
primarily addressed the technical aspects of armament, but
also night fire. This was practiced in cooperation with the
spotlight unit, absorbed into the school on June 1 0, 1 91 8.
Night fire sessions took place every Thursday evening. By
the end of 1 91 8, 3200 men had attended this training
programme. They were stationed in the villages of
Noidant-le-Rocheux, Beauchemin, Perrogney and Vieux-
Moulins.

The spotlight unit, first under the aegis of the Army
Engineer School, moved to the Anti-aircraft School on
June 29, 1 91 8. Established at Champigny-les-Langres, it
ran a training programme lasting six weeks. By the end of
1 91 8, it had trained 45 officers and 1 530 soldiers from the
US 56th Engineers regiment. Some of the subjects were
common to the Army Engineer School: camouflage, sound
localisation, signal equipment, panoramic drawing and
shelter building.

From its creation until November 1 1 , 1 91 8, the American
Anti-aircraft School trained around 578 officers and 1 2,000
soldiers with a staff of instructors composed of 71 officers.
The men trained at the school served with the French
army, but also on the territory occupied by the US army.
After defining a list of potential targets, the US command
assigned the anti-aircraft defence units across a vast region
including the US main headquarters in Chaumont and the
army schools, American hospital and vehicle maintenance
park in Langres.

Training Detachment, Sioux City High School, Iowa.
1 5/07 - 1 5/09/1 91 8. National Archives USA.
Radio and visual signaling.

DÉTACHEMENT À L'ENTRAÎNEMENT, VILLE DE SIOUX CITY, IOWA.
TRANSMISSIONS PAR RADIO ET VISUELLE.
Cette photo prise dans une école de l'armée sur le sol américain donne
un aperçu des spécialités enseignées à l'Army Signal School de Langres.

Anti-aircraft gun.1 91 7.
Signal Corps.

National Archives USA.

ARME ANTI-AÉRIENNE.
La mitrailleuse de marque

française Hotchkiss est
utilisée par l'armée
américaine pour la

défense anti-aérienne.

Enlist in the Signal Corps -
Receive a technical education
free. 1 91 9. J. McGibbon Brown.
Library of Congress Prints and
Photographs Division
Washington, D.C.

ENGAGEZ-VOUS DANS LES

TRANSMISSIONS - RECEVEZ UNE

FORMATION TECHNIQUE GRATUITE.
Affiche de recrutement dans le
Signal Corps présentant un
échantillon des spécialités
enseignées.



AArrmmyy IInntteell ll iiggeennccee SScchhooooll
LLee 22 55 jj uu ii ll ll eett 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee dd uu RReenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt oouu vvrree
sseess ppoorrtteess àà LLaa nn gg rreess dd aa nn ss ll aa ccaa sseerrnn ee CCaa rrtteerreett--TTrrééccoouu rrtt ssoouu ss ll aa
dd ii rreeccttii oonn dd uu MM aa jj oorr TThh oomm aa ss CCaa rrttoonn .. LLaa pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn dd ee
ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ssee tteerrmm ii nn ee ll ee 44 sseepptteemm bbrree.. LLaa nn ccééee ttaa rrdd ii vveemm eenn tt,,
ll ’’ ii nn ssttii ttuu ttii oonn nn ee mm èènn ee àà tteerrmm ee qq uu ee ttrrooii ss sseessss ii oonn ss aa vvaa nn tt ssaa
ffeerrmm eettuu rree..

LLaa pprreemm ii èèrree pprroomm oottii oonn aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ee 4411 ééll èèvveess ooffffii cc ii eerrss ppoouu rr uu nn ee
dd uu rrééee dd ee 66 sseemm aa ii nn eess .. LLaa sseeccoonn dd ee,, qq uu ii ssee dd éérroouu ll ee eenn ttrree ll ee 33 00
sseepptteemm bbrree eett ll ee 99 nn oovveemm bbrree,, ffoorrmm ee 55 66 ééll èèvveess .. LLaa ttrrooii ss ii èèmm ee
dd ii ssppeenn ssee sseess ccoouu rrss àà 4411 ooffffii cc ii eerrss àà ppaa rrttii rr dd uu 11 88 nn oovveemm bbrree eett
ppoouu rr uu nn ee dd uu rrééee dd ee 88 sseemm aa ii nn eess ..

LL’’ééccooll ee eesstt ccrrééééee ppoouu rr ssppééccii aa ll ii sseerr dd eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ééjj àà aa ccttii ffss dd aa nn ss
ll ee rreenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt.. LLee pprroogg rraa mm mm ee aa bboorrdd ee ll ’’oorrgg aa nn ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ee
ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa ll ll eemm aa nn dd ee,, ll eess oorrdd rreess dd ee bbaa ttaa ii ll ll ee eenn nn eemm ii ss ,,
ll ’’ ii nn tteerrrroogg aa ttii oonn dd eess pprrii ssoonn nn ii eerrss ,, ll ’’eexxppll ooii ttaa ttii oonn dd eess dd ooccuu mm eenn ttss
eenn nn eemm ii ss eett ll ’’ ii nn tteerrpprrééttaa ttii oonn dd eess ccll ii cchh ééss aa éérrii eenn ss ..

LLee ccoouu rrss dd ee ccoonn dd uu ii ttee dd ’’ii nn tteerrrroogg aa ttooii rree eenn aa ll ll eemm aa nn dd eesstt rréésseerrvvéé
aa uu xx ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ii ssppoossaa nn tt dd ’’uu nn ee eexxcceell ll eenn ttee ccoonn nn aa ii ssssaa nn ccee dd ee ll aa
ll aa nn gg uu ee.. LL’’aa pppprreenn ttii ssssaa gg ee nn ee ssee ll ii mm ii ttee ppaa ss àà ll aa tthh ééoorrii ee,,
rréégg uu ll ii èèrreemm eenn tt dd eess eexxeerrccii cceess ssoonn tt mm eenn ééss aa vveecc dd eess pprrii ssoonn nn ii eerrss
aa ll ll eemm aa nn dd ss ii ssssuu ss dd ’’uu nn ccaa mm pp vvooii ss ii nn dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..

PPll uu ss ffaa ccii ll ee àà rrééaa ll ii sseerr,, ll ’’eexxppll ooii ttaa ttii oonn dd ee dd ooccuu mm eenn ttss eenn nn eemm ii ss eesstt
ttoouu tteeffooii ss eeffffeeccttuu ééee ssuu rr dd eess oorrii gg ii nn aa uu xx eenn vvooyyééss ppaa rr ll aa sseeccttii oonn
dd uu rreenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt dd ee ll aa 11 èè rree AArrmm ééee AAmm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee.. DDee mm êêmm ee,,
ll ’’ ii dd eenn ttii ffii ccaa ttii oonn dd eess uu nn ii ttééss eenn nn eemm ii eess ssee ffaa ii tt àà ppaa rrttii rr dd ’’ééll éémm eenn ttss
dd ’’uu nn ii ffoorrmm eess aa ll ll eemm aa nn dd ss ccaa ppttuu rrééss ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn ..

CCoonn cceerrnn aa nn tt ll ’’ ii nn tteerrpprrééttaa ttii oonn dd eess pphh oottoogg rraa pphh ii eess aa éérrii eenn nn eess ,, ll ee
ccoouu rrss eesstt uu nn ttrraa nn ssffeerrtt dd ee ll aa sseeccttii oonn ttooppoogg rraa pphh ii ee dd ee ll ’’ééccooll ee dd uu
GG éénn ii ee.. LLeess pphh oottoogg rraa pphh ii eess aa éérrii eenn nn eess uu ttii ll ii ssééeess ppaa rr ll eess
ccaa rrttoogg rraa pphh eess dd uu GG éénn ii ee ssoonn tt éégg aa ll eemm eenn tt uu nn ee ssoouu rrccee
ii mm ppoorrttaa nn ttee dd ’’ii nn ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ppoouu rr ll eess mm eemm bbrreess dd uu
rreenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt mm ii ll ii ttaa ii rree..

LL’’eexxppéérrii eenn ccee dd ee ll aa ccrrééaa ttii oonn dd ’’uu nn ee ééccooll ee dd uu RReenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt eesstt
uu nn rrééeell ssuu ccccèèss eett ll ’’aa rrmm ééee aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ee dd ééccii dd ee àà ll aa ffii nn dd uu ccoonn ffll ii tt
dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ttéégg rreerr aa uu GG eenn eerraa ll SS ttaa ffff CCooll ll eegg ee dd ee WWaa sshh ii nn gg ttoonn ..

AArrmmyy TTrreenncchh MMoorrttaarr SScchhooooll
DD’’aa bboorrdd ss ii ttuu ééee àà BB oouu rrgg eess ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee MM oorrttii eerrss dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess eesstt
dd ééppll aa ccééee ll ee 22 22 nn oovveemm bbrree 11 99 11 77 àà LLaa nn gg rreess ,, aa uu ffoorrtt dd ee ll aa
BB oonn nn eell ll ee.. LLee 11 ee rr dd éécceemm bbrree,, ll ’’ééccooll ee eesstt ccoomm ppll ééttééee ppaa rr uu nn ee
sseeccttii oonn dd ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess dd oonn tt ll eess ccoouu rrss ssoonn tt dd ii ssppeenn ssééss
ppaa rr 66 00 ooffffii cc ii eerrss ffoorrmm ééss àà ll ’’ééccooll ee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee dd ee BB oouu rrgg eess .. LLaa
sseeccttii oonn aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess eesstt dd ééppll aa ccééee àà VVii ttrreeyy ll ee 88
sseepptteemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 .. LL’’ééccooll ee dd ee MM oorrttii eerrss dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess ffoorrmm ee àà
ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd eess mm oorrttii eerrss aa nn gg ll aa ii ss ,, ffrraa nn ççaa ii ss eett aa ll ll eemm aa nn dd ss ..

CCeenntteerr ooff AArrttii ll lleerryy SSttuuddiieess
LLee cceenn ttrree aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn dd ’’ééttuu dd eess ssuu rr ll ’’AArrttii ll ll eerrii ee eesstt ccrréééé eenn
pprreenn aa nn tt ppoouu rr mm oodd èèll ee cceell uu ii dd ee ll ’’aa rrmm ééee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee,, ii nn ssttaa ll ll éé
dd ’’aa bboorrdd àà CChh aa ll oonn ss ppuu ii ss àà VVii ttrryy--ll ee--FFrraa nn ççooii ss .. SS oonn oobbjj eeccttii ff eesstt
dd oouu bbll ee :: ffoorrmm eerr ll eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss àà ll aa ccoonn dd uu ii ttee dd eess pprrééppaa rraa ttii oonn ss
dd ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee ssuu rr ll ee tteerrrraa ii nn ,, eett ii nn ffoorrmm eerr ll eess ooffffii cc ii eerrss dd ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee
dd eess ppoossss ii bbii ll ii ttééss dd ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ee cceettttee aa rrmm ee..

LLee 11 77 aa ooûû tt 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ee ccooll oonn eell MM oorrrrii ss EE.. LLoocckkee eesstt nn oomm mm éé
dd ii rreecctteeuu rr dd uu cceenn ttrree dd ’’ééttuu dd eess ssuu rr ll ’’AArrttii ll ll eerrii ee dd ee LLaa nn gg rreess ..
LL’’oouu vveerrttuu rree dd eess ccoouu rrss eesstt pprroogg rraa mm mm ééee ppoouu rr ll ee 11 66 sseepptteemm bbrree..
HH ééll aa ss ,, ll ee bbeessooii nn eenn ooffffii cc ii eerrss aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss ssuu rr ll ee ffrroonn tt eenn ttrraa îînn ee
ll ’’aa nn nn uu ll aa ttii oonn dd ee ll aa pprreemm ii èèrree sseessss ii oonn .. AApprrèèss ll aa ss ii gg nn aa ttuu rree dd ee
ll ’’AArrmm ii ssttii ccee ll ’’ééccooll ee aa ccccuu eeii ll ll ee 22 11 ééll èèvveess ll ee 99 dd éécceemm bbrree.. AA ll aa ffii nn
dd ee ll aa ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ,, ll ee 22 88 dd éécceemm bbrree 11 99 11 88 ,, ll ee cceenn ttrree eesstt dd ééppll aa ccéé àà
TTrrèèvveess eenn AAll ll eemm aa gg nn ee ooùù ii ll ssuu ii tt ll eess ttrroouu ppeess aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn eess
dd ’’ooccccuu ppaa ttii oonn ..

DD’’uu nn ee dd uu rrééee dd ee 33 sseemm aa ii nn eess ,, ll eess ccoouu rrss ssoonn tt bbaa ssééss ssuu rr ll aa
rrééssooll uu ttii oonn dd ee pprroobbll èèmm eess ttrraa ii ttaa nn tt dd ee ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ssaa ttii oonn dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee
eett dd ee ll ’’aa rrttii ll ll eerrii ee.. II ll ss ssoonn tt aa ccccoomm ppaa gg nn ééss dd ee ccoonn fféérreenn cceess ,, dd ee
dd éémm oonn ssttrraa ttii oonn ss eett dd ’’uu nn dd ééppll aa cceemm eenn tt ssuu rr dd ii fffféérreenn tteess zzoonn eess dd uu
ffrroonn tt.. CCeess zzoonn eess ii ll ll uu ssttrreenn tt ll eess dd ii fffféérreenn tteess pphh aa sseess dd eess
ooppéérraa ttii oonn ss ,, dd ee ll aa gg uu eerrrree dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééeess àà ll aa gg uu eerrrree dd ee
mm oouu vveemm eenn tt..

LLee cceenn ttrree tteerrmm ii nn ee ssoonn aa ccttii vvii ttéé ll ee 22 88 jj uu ii ll ll eett 11 99 11 99 ppaa rr uu nn ccoouu rrss
oorrgg aa nn ii sséé ssppééccii ffii qq uu eemm eenn tt ppoouu rr uu nn ee ccii nn qq uu aa nn ttaa ii nn ee dd ’’ooffffii cc ii eerrss
eenn vvooyyééss dd eess EEttaa ttss --UU nn ii ss ,, ppoorrttaa nn tt àà 11 55 99 ll ee nn oomm bbrree dd ’’ééll èèvveess
aa yyaa nn tt ssuu ii vvii ll ee ccuu rrssuu ss dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn ..

LLaa ffeerrmmeettuurree ddeess ééccoolleess
AA LLaa nn gg rreess ,, ll aa ss ii gg nn aa ttuu rree dd ee ll ’’AArrmm ii ssttii ccee eesstt ssuu ii vvii ee dd ’’eeffffuu ss ii oonn ss dd ee
jj ooii ee ppaa rrttaa gg ééeess eenn ttrree FFrraa nn ççaa ii ss eett AAll ll ii ééss .. UU nn ee ffooii ss ll aa vvii ccttooii rree
ffêêttééee,, ll eess AAmm éérrii ccaa ii nn ss ss ’’ ii nn tteerrrroogg eenn tt ssuu rr ll ’’uu ttii ll ii ttéé dd ee ll eeuu rr pprréésseenn ccee
àà LLaa nn gg rreess eett bbeeaa uu ccoouu pp ssoonn tt pprreessssééss dd ee rreenn ttrreerr aa uu ppaa yyss ..

LLeess sseessss ii oonn ss dd ee ffoorrmm aa ttii oonn eenn ttaa mm ééeess aa vvaa nn tt ll aa ffii nn dd ee ll aa gg uu eerrrree
dd aa nn ss dd ii fffféérreenn tteess ééccooll eess ssee ppoouu rrssuu ii vveenn tt jj uu ssqq uu ’’àà ll eeuu rr ccll ôôttuu rree.. LLee
jj oouu rrnn aa ll ooffffii cc ii eell dd uu ccoorrppss eexxppéédd ii ttii oonn nn aa ii rree aa mm éérrii ccaa ii nn ,, TThh ee SS ttaa rrss
aa nn dd SS ttrrii ppeess ,, ppuu bbll ii ee ll ee 22 11 fféévvrrii eerr 11 99 11 99 uu nn aa rrttii cc ll ee ii nn ttii ttuu ll éé «« LLEE SS

ÉÉ CC OO LLEE SS DD EE LLAANN GG RR EE SS FF EE RR MM EE NN TT RR AAPPII DD EE MM EE NN TT »» .. DD’’aa pprrèèss ll ee rréédd aa cctteeuu rr,,
ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’EEttaa tt mm aa jj oorr,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ee LLii gg nn ee,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’AAssppii rraa nn ttss ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee
dd ’’AArrmm eess aa uu ttoomm aa ttii qq uu eess ,, ll ’’ééccooll ee AAnn ttii --aa éérrii eenn nn ee,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd uu
RReenn sseeii gg nn eemm eenn tt,, ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eess SS ppééccii aa ll ii sstteess dd ee ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee,, ll ’’ééccooll ee
dd ee MM oorrttii eerr dd ee ttrraa nn cchh ééee,, ll ee cceenn ttrree dd ’’ééttuu dd eess ssuu rr ll ’’AArrttii ll ll eerrii ee,,
ll ’’ééccooll ee dd ’’AAssppii rraa nn ttss ,, ll ''ééccooll ee dd uu GG éénn ii ee eett ll ’’ééccooll ee dd eess GG aa zz ssoonn tt
dd ééjj àà ffeerrmm ééss .. LL’’ééccooll ee dd ee CChh aa rrss ffeerrmm ee ppaa rr ééttaa ppeess jj uu ssqq uu ''aa uu mm ooii ss
dd ee mm aa rrss ..

LLee rréédd aa cctteeuu rr éévvooqq uu ee ll aa zzoonn ee dd ’’eenn ttrraa îînn eemm eenn tt dd eevveenn uu ee
«« SS II LLEE NN CC II EE UU SS EE CC OO MM MM EE UU NN EE TTOO MM BB EE »» .. AAvveecc hh uu mm oouu rr ii ll dd ééccrrii tt «« LLEE VVII EE UU XX

FF EE RR MM II EE RR SS UU RR LLAA CC OO LLLLII NN EE ÀÀ CC ÔÔ TTÉÉ DD EE LL’’ÉÉ CC OO LLEE DD EE SS GG AAZZ QQ UU II AAVVAAII TT PPRR II SS

LL’’HH AABB II TTUU DD EE DD EE FF UU II RR ÀÀ TTOO UU TTEE JJ AAMM BB EE »» àà ll aa pprreemm ii èèrree oodd eeuu rr ssuu ssppeeccttee
eett qq uu ii ppeeuu tt àà nn oouu vveeaa uu ttrraa vvaa ii ll ll eerr nn oorrmm aa ll eemm eenn tt.. LLeess ccaa sseerrnn eess
TTuu rreenn nn ee «« OO ÙÙ DD EE JJ EE UU NN EE SS AASS PPII RR AANN TTSS AAVVAAII EE NN TT LL’’HH AABB II TTUU DD EE DD EE SS ’’AASS SS EE OO II RR

TTAARR DD DD AANN SS LLAA NN UU II TT EE NN JJ UU RR AANN TT DD EE SS EE VVEE NN GG EE RR DD UU SS OO UU SS --OO FF FF II CC II EE RR

II NN SS TTRR UU CC TTEE UU RR »» ssoonn tt dd ééssoorrmm aa ii ss rreenn dd uu eess àà ll ’’ ii nn ffaa nn tteerrii ee ffrraa nn ççaa ii ssee..
DDaa nn ss uu nn uu ll ttii mm ee ttrraa ii tt dd ’’hh uu mm oouu rr eett dd ee ssaa gg eessssee,, ii ll mm eett dd aa nn ss ll aa
bboouu cchh ee dd uu vvii eeuu xx ffeerrmm ii eerr cceess mm oottss :: «« LLEE SS AAMM ÉÉ RR II CC AAII NN SS NN ’’ÉÉ TTAAII EE NN TT

PPAASS DD EE MM AAUU VVAAII SS BB OO UU GG RR EE SS ,, MM AAII SS II LLSS OO NN TT FF AAII TT UU NN SS AACC RR ÉÉ BB OO UU CC AANN II NN UU TTII LLEE .. »»
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Army Intelligence School
On the 25th July 1 91 8 the American Intelligence School
opened its doors at the Carteret-Trecourt barracks in
Langres under the management of Major Thomas Carton.
The first session ended the 4th September. Established a
little too late, the institution only completed three training
sessions before is closure.

The first course welcomed 41 student officers for a 6 week
period. The second course was held between the 30th

September and the 9th November and taught 56 students.
The third course taught 41 student officers and started the
1 8th November for an 8 week period.

The school was created to train already active intelligence
officers. The teaching program included the organisation of
the German army, enemy battle divisions, prisoner
interrogation, utilising enemy documents and the
interpreting aerial photos.

The interrogation class in German was reserved solely for
officers that had an excellent knowledge of the language
and learning was not only theory based. Practice exercises
were regularly carried out at the neighbouring camp in
Langres on German prisoners.
Training on the utilisation of enemy documents was often
based on original documents sent by the 1 st American Army
Intelligence. The identification of enemy units was made
from members of the German army who had been captured
in the field.
The class on aerial photographs was transferred from the
topography section of the Engineer School. These photos
were an important teaching resource for both the Engineer
School and the Intelligence School.

The creation of the Intelligence School was a real success
and, at the end of the war, the Americans decided to
integrate the school in the General Staff College in
Washington.

Army Trench Mortar School
Originally located in Bourges, the Trench Mortar School was
moved to fort de La Bonnelle in Langres on November 22,
1 91 7. On December 1 , the school was joined by a trench
artillery section with a training programme led by 60 officers
who had been trained at the French school in Bourges. The
trench artillery section was moved to Vitrey on September 8,
1 91 8. The Trench Mortar School trained students to use
English, French and German mortars.

Center of Artillery Studies
The American center of artillery studies was originally
installed in Challons and later moved to Vitry-le-Francois.
Teaching was based on a model developed by the French
army. The centre had two main objectives: to train the
officers in the preparation of artillery in the field and the
utilisation of heavy weaponry.

On the 1 7 th August 1 91 8, Colonel Morris E. Locke was
named head of Langres Artillery Studies Centre. The course
was scheduled to start lessons on the 1 6th September.
However American officers were needed on the front line
and the first session had to be cancelled. On the 9th

December, after the signing of the Armistice, the school
welcomed 21 students. At the end of training on the 28th

December 1 91 8 the centre was moved to Treves in
Germany following the occupation by the American army.

A three week course tried to solve the problems that the
infantry had encountered in battlefield whilst using heavy
weaponry. This was accompanied by lectures,
demonstrations and educational visits to different zones on
the front line. These zones served to illustrate the
operational phases of the war; the war in the trenches and
the war of movement.

The centre was closed on the 28th July 1 91 9 by a lesson
organised specifically for 50 officers that had been sent from
the US. 1 59 students followed the training course.

Schools closure
In Langres, the signing of the Armistice was followed by
shared displays of joy among the French and the allies. After
celebrating victory, the Americans questioned their
presence in Langres and many were keen to get home.

The training sessions that had been started before the end
of the war continued until the schools closed. On February
21 , 1 91 9, the official US military newspaper, The Stars and
Stripes, published an article entitled ‘LANGRES SCHOOLS FAST

CLOSING UP’. According to the journalist, the General Staff
School, Army School of the Line, Army M.G. School, Anti-
Aircraft School, Intelligence School, Army Infantry Speciality
School, Trench Artillery School, Army School of Artillery
Studies, Army Engineer Candidates’ School and Gas School
were already closed. The Tank Corps School was to be
closed by degrees in March.

The journalist described the training zone as having become
‘AS QUIET AS A GRAVEYARD’. With humour he described how ‘THE

OLD FARMER ON THE HILL ABOVE THE GAS SCHOOL, WHO USED TO RUN

BY THE GAS HOUSE HOLDING HIS NOSE FOR FEAR OF SUDDENLY BEING

PUT TO SLEEP BY A DEADLY ODOUR,’ could now work normally
again. The Turenne barracks ‘WHERE YOUNG ASPIRANTS USED TO

SIT UP LATE AT NIGHT SWEARING VENGEANCE ON THE NON-COM

INSTRUCTORS’ were now occupied by the French infantry. In a
humorous closing line, he got the old farmer to say: ‘THE

AMERICANS WERE NOT A BAD LOT […] BUT THEY MADE A HELL OF A LOT

OF UNNECESSARY NOISE. ’

Army School of the Line "Last Course" Oct-Dec 1 91 8.
Coll. Société Historique et Archéologique de Langres.

Tiré d'un ouvrage réalisé par des étudiants de l'école de Ligne
américaine, ce dessin montre un élève à la gare de Langres en partance

pour les Etats-Unis au moment de la clôture de l'école (janvier 1 91 9) .

224400 mmmm ttrreenncchh mmoorrttaarr.. AArrmm yy TTrreenn cchh MM oorrttaa rr SS cchh ooooll ,, FFoorrtt dd ee ll aa BB oonn nn eell ll ee,, LLaa nn gg rreess ,,
FFrraa nn ccee.. 22 77 //00 44//11 99 11 88 ..
SS ii gg nn aa ll CCoorrppss .. NN aa ttii oonn aa ll AArrcchh ii vveess UU SS AA..
II nn dd uu gg oouu tt eemm ppll aa cceemm eenn tt,, sshh oowwii nn gg pprroojj eeccttii ll ee aa nn dd ppoowwdd eerr cchh aa rrgg ee..

MMOORRTTIIEERR DDEE TTRRAANNCCHHÉÉEE DDEE 224400 MMMM ..
EE NN PPLLAACC EE DD AANN SS UU NN EE TTRR AANN CC HH ÉÉ EE ,, MM OO NN TTRR AANN TT UU NN PPRR OO JJ EE CC TTII LLEE EE TT UU NN EE CC HH AARR GG EE DD EE PPOO UU DD RR EE ..


